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•,    Tuesday,  January  9th,  1883,  at  7  P.  M. 

 ^-^^VS^S^-r — 

Organ  Prelude. 

Solo  and  Chorus. — "The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd."  7/.  SiiKirt. 

Reading  of  the  Word.— -Deut.  xxviii:  1-9:  John  xv:  1-9. 

Rev.  S.  E.  IIerrick,  D.  D.,  Mt.  Vernon  Church,  Boston. 

Prayer,  Rev.  Gkokge  W.  Blaguen,  D.  D.,  Old  South  Church,  Boston. 

Responsive  Solo.— Come  unto  Him." 
Mrs.  Allen. 

Hymn,  248.  Tune,  Dundee,  with  old-time  accompaniment. 

"  O  God,  our  help  in  ages  past. 
Our  hope  for  jears  to  come." 

Address  of  Welcome.— By  George  Hyde. 


JIandel. 


Historical  Sketch.— By  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Alexander  S.  Twomhly. 


Congratulations  from  First  Parish  and  C'hurcli,  by  Jamks.  F.  IU  nnkwkli.. 


Addresses  and  Tjetters  from  former  Pastors. 


Address,— By  Kev.  Sfkkno  I).  (iAMMi-.Li,,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Kepresenting-  the  younj^  mc't^  of  Wintlirop  Churc  h  in  tlie  Ministry  and  who  served  in 
the  army  during"  the  Civil  War, 


jHynin  10.10.   Tunc,  St.  Ann's. 

I 

!  Oh  where  are  Kings  and  Empires  now.^" 

I  . 

Brief  words  from  former  members  of  Winthrop  Church. 


Fellowship  of  the  Churches.  ■  , 

By  Rev.  A.  H.  Plumh,  I).  D.,  Wahuit  Avenue  Church,  Boston  Hig^hlands. 


Doxology,— Praise  Ood  from  whom  all  l^lessini»s  lk)w." 


Benediction. — Hev.  I.  I*.  1. angwoktii v,  I).  I). 


Chorus. — "  The  Heavens  are  tellinjr."   Haydn. 
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Officers  of  the  Church. 


PASTOFt. 

Kc  V.    ALl^XANDKK    S.  TWOMBl.V. 

DEACONS. 

IIEMAN  S.  DOANK,  I  IIOMAS  DOANi:, 

ALBKirr  CX)XAN"r,  JOHN  ADDIi:, 

c  iiAKLi:s  K,  ]U)(;i:rs. 

CLERK.  TREASURER. 
M.  CLARENCE  SKILIOX.  (iEORCE  S.  POOLi:. 

CHURCH  COMMITTEE. 
CALEB  EMERY,  AL^LVRIX  TROWBRIDf 

HENRY  G.   rOMLINSON.  ALOXZO  MESERVE 

WILL  LA  INC  G.  BELL. 

J*ASTOH.  Cl.KHK.  AND   DkAC  ONS,    F.  l  -  (jjficio. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 
RETIRi:  II.  PARK1':R.  SuiurlntemlnU. 
ICDW.MU)  L.  TWOMBLY,  Assistant  Suprrintt-niU'iif. 
TAYLOR  V.  I'HOMPSOX,  SccMan/. 


Officers  of  the  Society. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE. 
(,EORGE  m'DE, 
THOMAS  DOANi:,  WILLIAM  G.  BELE, 

TIIADDEITS  RICHARDSON,  J(XSIAH   \\  UKV.V. 

CLERK.  TREASURER. 
WH.LIAM  E.  REED.  IIERIUCRT  C  I  ims. 


Manual,  containing  History  of  the  Cliurch,  all  the  ofllcevs  and  nienibers  lov  ihc 
50  yeai>,  lias  been  printed,  and  now  ready  for  sale. — Rriee,  cloth,  50  ets.,  jinper  2 

Also,  the  Historical  Sermon  of  the  Pastor,  preached  January  7th,  i^^^  In.uml 
the  Manual.— Price,  cloth,  75  cents,  paper.  50  cents,  sei)arately,  25  cents. 
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CHARLEST07/N,  MASS.    WINTHROP  CHURCH. 

Semi-centennial  manual.    7/inthrop  church 
(Charlestown) ,  Eoston,  Mass.    With  historical 
sketch  and  list  of  members  from  Jan.  9,  1833, 
to  Jan.  9,  1883.        Boston ,Mudge , 1883 . 

77,32p. 

"Semi-centennial  discourse.    History  of  Win- 
throp  church  for  fifty  years.  (Charlestown) 
Boston,  Mass.  preached  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Alex-' 
ander  S.Twombly,  January  1,  1883":  32p.  at  end. 


WINTHROP  CHURCH. 


OFFICERS   OF   THE  CHURCH 

JANUARY  9th,  1883. 


REV.  ALtXANDER  S.  TWOMBLY. 

HEMAN  S.  DOANE.  THOMAS  DOANE. 

ALBERT  CONANT.  jqhN  ADDIE. 

CHARLES  E.  ROGERS. 
Clerk. 

^M.  CLARENCE  SKILTON. 
^  6  tou surer. 

,    •  \^         GEORGE  S.  POOLE. 

Cl^urcl)  dLommiticc. 
CALEB  EMERY.  ALMARIN  TROWBRIDGE. 

HENRY  G.  TOMLINSON.  ALONZO  MESEkVE. 

WILLIAM  G.  BELL. 
Pastor,  Clkkk,  and  Di;acoxs,  Ex  Officio. 

^uubau  ^(()OoL 
RETIRE  H.  PARKER,  Su/>erifttendent. 
EDWARD  L.  TWOM15LY,  A sshtant  Superintefident. 
TAYLOR  P.  THOMPSON,  Secretary. 


OFFICERS    OF    THE  SOCIETY, 

JANUAPY  9th,  1883. 


^nibenliul  Committee. 

GEORGE  HYDE. 
THOMAS  DOANE.  WILLIAM  G.  BELL. 

THADDEUS  RICHARDSON.  JOSIAH  T.  REED. 

Clcrh. 
WILLIAM  E.  REED. 

feasurer. 
HERBERT  CURTIS. 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH. 


"  A  NUMBER  of  individuals  in  Charlestown,  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  extending  the  means  of  grace 
more  generally  to  the  population,  met  for  the  purpose  of  free 
conversation,"  Nov.  i6,  1S32,  at  the  house  of  Simeon  Flint. 
As  a  result  of  this  movement,  the 

was  formed  Dec.  5,  1832,  and  incorporated  by  the  Legisla- 
ture March  i,  1833. 

The  following  articles,  among  others,  formed  the  basis  of 
the  compact :  — 

1.  "This  association  shall  l)e  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Winthrop  Society,  in  remembrance  of  the  pious  Governor, 
who  with  his  associates,  on  tlie  30th  of  July,  1630,  entered 
into  solemn  covenant  and  formed  a  church  of  Christ  in 
Charlestown." 

2.  ''It  shall  be  required  of  every  religious  teacher  ad- 
mitted to  the  pulpit  of  this  Society,  that  his  profession  and 
preaching  correspond  with  the  doctrines  usually  denominated 
Evangelical,  such  as  was  the  faith  of  Baxter  and  Scott, 
D wight  and  Payson." 

3.  "In  the  choice  of  a  minister,  the  church  to  be  con- 
nected witli  this  Society  shall  in  all  cases  have  the  right  of 
nomination  ;  and  a  call  shall  be  given  only  on  the  concurrent 
vote  of  the  Society." 

t0[hillirt.it  ©Ijiirqf;. 

A  number  of  brethren,  chiefly  members  of  the  First 
Church,  met  Nov.  23,  1832,  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  con- 
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ultation  oq  the  subject  of  forming  a  new  Orthodox  Church 
of  Christ  in  Chariestovvn. 

In  a  letter  dated  Dec.  17,  1832,  and  presented  to  the  First 
Church,  it  was  stated  that  The  contemphited  separation 
will  (in  the  opinion  of  the  signers)  materially  augment  the 
happiness  and  usefulness  of  the  individual  members,  as  well 
as  the  strength  and  prosperity  of  both  branches  of  the  same 
glorious  community." 

Jan.  9,  1833,  an  ecclesiastical  council,  Rev.  Samuel  Gile 
moderator,  and  Rev.  Amos  Blanchard  scribe,  organized  the 
church  under  the  name  of  the  "  Winthrop  Church  in  Charles- 
town."  The  first  public  services  of  the  new  church  were 
held  for  ten  months  in  the  Town  Hall. 

The  original  members  numbered  44.  From  the  First 
Church  came  14  men  and  21  women  (the  same  number  that 
withdrew  from  the  original  church  in  Boston  in  1632,  to 
form  the  First  Church  in  Charlestown)  ;  6  more  came  by 
letters  from  other  churches,  and  3  united  on  profession. 
Of  these  original  members,  8*  are  now  living  ;  4  are  still 
members  of  this  church. 

The  first  house  of  worship,  situated  on  Union  Street,  was 
begun  in  April,  1S33,  and  dedicated  Nov.  22,  1833.  Its  cost, 
with  land  and  organ,  was  over  ^'14,000.  Amos  Tufts,  Simeon 
Flint,  and  Eliab  P.  Mackintire  were  chosen  the  first  deacons; 
Chester  Adams,  in  1840. 

Rev.  Daniel  Crosby  was  installed  as  the  first  pastor,  Aug. 
14,  1833.  Rev.  George  W.  Blagden,  pastor  of  the  Old  South 
Church,  Boston,  preached  the  sermon.  Mr.  Crosby  entered 
heart  and  soul  into  the  new  enterprise.  When  cautioned 
against  overwork,  he  only  replied,  "  I  love  the  work,  souls  are 
perishing  :  how  can  I  desist  ?  "  During  his  pastorate  of  eight 
years  and  nine  months,  153  persons  were  added  to  the  church 
on  profession,  and  124  by  letter.  He  was  dismissed,  on  ac- 
count of  impaired  health,  May  18,  1842,  and  died  in  Charles- 
town,  Feb.  28,  1843,  regretted  by  all.  Over  his  grave  at  Mt. 
Auburn  a  tablet  was  erected  by  his  grateful  parishioners. 

*  Reuben  Swan,  Lemuel  Gulliver,  Hannah  B.  Sweet^^er,  Eliza  H.  Flint,  Mrs. 
S.  Putnam  Skilton,  Mrs.  Caroline  H.  Brewster,  Mrs.  William  Tufts,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth J.  Barnes. 
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Rev.  John  Humphrey,  son  of  President  Humphrey  of 
Amherst  College,  was  installed  Nov.  30,  1842.  As  frail  in 
health  as  he  was  amiable  in  disposition  and  interesting  in 
discourse,  during  his  ministrations  of  four  years  and  four 
months,  24  persons  united  on  profession  and  49  by  letter. 
He  was  dismissed  March  26,  1847;  became  pastor  of  a 
church  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  ;  was  called  to  a  professorship 
in  Hamilton  College,  which  he  was  unable  to  accept;  and 
died  Dec.  2,  1854. 

Rev.  William  I.  Buddington,  pastor  of  the  First  Church, 
wrote  of  him,  He  was  a  friend  whose  society  gladdened  the 
days  of  my  early  ministry,  and  the  hope  of  meeting  him 
again  brightens  my  anticipation  of  Heaven." 

During  Mr.  Humphrey's  pastorate,  a  movement  was  made 
to  establish  a  third  Orthodox  society  in  Charlestown.  Of 
this  "  Bethesda  Church,"  Rev.  Jesse  Guernsey  was  the 
first  and  only  pastor.  Formed  largely  from  the  Winthrop 
Church,  it  soon  disbanded  for  want  of  means  to  build  a  house 
of  worship. 

The  Winthrop  Society  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  edifice 
in  which  it  now  worships,  on  Green  Street,  I\Iay  31,  18-iS, 
Dea.  Mackintire  giving  the  address  and  Rev.  W.  I.  Budding- 
ton  offering  prayer.  The  house  was  dedicated  March  14, 
1849,  given  almost  as  a  free  offering  to  the  community." 
Its  cost,  with  land,  was  ^38,781. 33;  and  it  was  dedicated  free 
from  all  incumbrance. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Tappan  was  installed  Oct.  4,  1848.  His 
first  dedicatory  sermon  in  the  new  house  was  from  flaggai  ii. 
9 :  "  The  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall  be  greater  than  of 
the  former,  and  in  this  place  will  I  give  peace,  saith  the 
Lord  of  Hosts.'* 

A  season  of  great  prosperity  ensued.  During  Mr.  Tap- 
pan's  pastorate  120  persons  were  received  by  the  church  on 
profession,  and  1 52  by  letter,  40  of  the  latter  from  Bethesda 
Church,  May  4,  1849. 

Mr.  Tappan  was  dismissed  Aug.  10,  1857,  and  has  now 
been  settled  over  a  church  at  Norridgewock,  Me.,  for  twenty- 
five  years. 
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Rev.  Abbott  E.  Kittredge  became  pastor  of  the  Winthrop 
Church,  Sept.  14,  1859.  Coming  directly  from  Andover 
Theological  Seminary,  he  served  very  acceptably  three  years, 
and  then  was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  fifteen  months  to 
travel  abroad.  During  these  three  years,  145  new  members 
were  received,  80  of  whom  were  by  profession  of  faith. 

In  his  absence,  Rev.  S.  R.  Dennen  supplied  the  pulpit, 
and  48  more  members  united,  38  by  profession.  Mr.  Kit- 
tredge was  dismissed  Dec.  2,  1863,  and  is  now  the  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Chicago,  111.,  a  church 
numbering  over  2,000  members.  The  benevolent  contribu- 
tions of  the  second  year  of  his  ministry  over  Winthrop 
Church  amounted  to  ^^4,790. 

Dea.  E.  P.  Mackintire  died  Feb.  3,  1864,  the  last  of  the 
^*Trio  of  Deacons,"  whose  early  connection  with  this  church 
gave  it  an  exceptional  success. 

A  year  before  his  death  he  said  to  Mr.  Dennen,  "  There 
are  only  two  things  I  care  to  live  for,  —  mv  children  and  the 
Winthrop  Church."  To  him,"  said  Mr.  Dennen,  at  his 
funeral,  this  church  owes  much  of  the  prosperity  it  has  en- 
joyed ;  a  pillar  has  fallen  frtmi  this  temple  of  Christ." 

Rev.  J.  E.  Rankin,  the  fifth  pastor,  was  installed  Dec.  i, 
1864.  His  pastorate  of  nearly  five  years  was  l)Iessed  by  the 
addition  to  the  church  of  191  persons,  113  of  whom  united 
on  profession  of  their  faith. 

•He  was  called  to  become  the  first  pastor  of  a  new  Congre- 
gational church  in  Washington,  D.C.,and  was  dismissed  from 
the  Winthrop  Church,  Oct.  20,  1869.  He  is  still  at  Washington. 

Rev.  Alexander  S.  Twombly,  the  present  pastor,  was  in- 
stalled May  2,  1872.  The  church  had  been  for  two  years  and 
a  half  without  a  settled  minister. 

During  the  nearly  eleven  years  of  this  pastorate,  Winthrop 
Church  has  received  222  persons  to  its  communion,  of 
whom  119  united  by  profession.  The  whole  number  now 
on  the  roll  is  463. 

Great  changes  have  taken  place,  even  during  this  pastorate. 
The  death  of  prominent  individuals  like  Nathan  A.  Tufts, 
Alfred  Whitney,  William  Carleton,  James  Adams,  and  Joel 
W.  Randall,  and  the  removal  from  Charlestown  of  over  sixty 
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of  our  families,  have  changed  in  some  respects  the  condition 
of  the  parish.  The  number  of  members,  however,  is  about 
the  same  as  it  was  ten  years  ago,  while  in  unity,  zeal,  and 
adherence  to  the  spirit  and  doctrine  of  the  fathers,  the  church 
maintains  its  well-earned  position  and  influence. 

^mtttay  ^rljoxil  tI[DrIw 

The  Winthrop  Sunday  School,  established  by  vote  of  the 
church,  assembled  in  the  Town  Hall,  Jan.  20,  1833,  number- 
ing 12  boys,  20  girls,  and  6  teachers. 

Dea.  E.  P.  Mackintire  was  superintendent  for  the  first 
three  years.  In  November,  1833,  the  school  removed  to  the 
vestry  on  Union  Street.  During  the  year  1836  it  was  greatly 
blessed  spiritually,  and  Irom  1836  to  1842  inclusive,  of  142 
additions  to  the  church  on  profession,  85  were  from  the 
school. 

When  the  church  removed  to  Green  Street  in  1849,  in  one 
year  the  school  received  527  additional  scholars  and  30 
teachers,  making  a  total  membership  of  923.  Tht  disbanded 
Bethesda  Church  returned  this  year  over  70  scholars  to  the 
Winthrop  Sunday  School. 

Of  248  schools  reported  at  this  time  by  the  Massachusetts 
Sunday  School  Society,  only  two  schools  reported  a  larger 
membership  ;  while  the  average  attendance  of  the  Winthrop 
School  was  larger  by  54  than  any  other. 

The  school  has  had  14  superintendents,  all  of  them  able 
men,  devoted  to  the  work.  Among  the  longer  terms,  Dea. 
Mackintire  served  three  years  ;  C.  C.  Dean,  six  years  ; 
George  Hyde,  fourteen  years;  James  Adams,  four  years; 
Thomas  Doane,  four  years  ;  Moses  H.  Sargent,  four  years  ; 
and  R.  H.  Parker,  seven  years. 

The  school  reached  its  highest  number  since  1850  in  1862, 
when  it  numbered  822,  the  largest  attendance  on  any  Sunday 
being  720. 

The  penny  contributions  of  the  Winthrop  Sunday  School, 
as  reported  since  1844,  have  amounted  to  more  than  ^8,000, 
including  $200  given  to  the  ''Morning  Star"  (missionary 
ship).    These  contributions  have  been  principally  used  to 
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aid  feeble  Sunday  schools  in  tlie  West,  and  occasionally 
other  causes  in  the  line  of  Sunday-school  work. 

Among  the  many  interesting  facts  relating  to  the  school, 
one  report  (1859)  states,  that  of  202  persons  uniting  with 
the  church,  129  were  from  the  school.  Another  report  says 
that  in  six  months  of  the  year  1847,  24  scholars  committed 
11,695  verses  of  the  Scripture  to  memory,  one  scholar  recit- 
ing 1,174  verses,  and  two  scholars  900  each. 

The  present  number  of  scholars  enrolled  is  441  ;  officers 
and  teachers,  45.  Other  schools  have  been  formed  and  our 
numbers  diminished.  It  has  never  been  the  settled  policy  of 
this  school  to  entice  scholars  from  other  schools,  or  to  make 
gifts  or  entertainments  a  substitute  for  the  attraction  of  sound 
and  interesting  instruction.  The  school  may  well  be  con- 
gratulated upon  its  past  work  and  its  present  hopeful  condi, 
tion. 

Connected  with  the  main  school  is  the  Mission  School  at 
the  Neck,  organized  by  the  City  Missionary  and  Tract 
Society  in  1850,  but  taken  by  Winthrop  Church  July  14, 
1858,  A.  J.  Rogers,  superintendent. 

From  1863  to  1866.  Dea.  James  Adams  conducted  this 
mission  work,  followed  by  worthy  successors,  among  whom 
was  his  son,  Sidney  E.  Adams.  It  is  now  in  charge  of  H. 
G.  Tomlinson,  and  numbers  157  scholars  and  14  teachers; 
average  attendance,  105.  It  has  been  a  means  of  great  good 
to  people  living  in  that  vicinity. 

In  the  first  year  of  its  formation,  the  Winthrop  Church 
organized  a  "  Benevolent  Association,  for  the  purpose  of 
managing  the  collections  for  benevolent  objects  within  the 
church." 

This  Association  existed  till  1850.  Over  $1,000  were  col- 
lected, and  given  as  the  result,  in  the  first  annual  report  of 
Wm.  Tufts,  treasurer.  This  sum  included  a  donation  of 
$239  to  Lane  Seminary,  Ohio. 

The  contributions  steadily  increased,  until  in  1842  over 
$2,000  were  raised  ;  in  1851,  $3,357  i      1^54,  $A,3Sh  includ- 
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ing  a  gift  of  $650  to  the  Franklin  Street  Church,  Somerville, 
then  a  new  enterprise.  In  1865  the  collections  amounted  to 
$5,772,  the  largest  sum  ever  contributed  in  a  single  year  by 
this  church. 

The  weekly- offering  system  was  adopted  in  1874,  and 
$4,goo  were , collected.  In  i88i,  ,f>5,373  were  contributed, 
including  1,500  subscribed  by  members  of  this  society  to 
the  Charlestown  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

The  VVinthrop  Church  and  Society  liave  thus  assisted  other 
church  enterprises,  supported  city  missionaries,  educated 
young  men  for  the  ministry,  carried  on  a  mission  school  at  the 
Neck,  given  largely  to  educational  institutions  at  home 
and  abroad,  aided  those  who  have  suffered  from  fire  and 
epidemics,  and  been  constant  in  annual  contributions  to  all 
the  regular  benevolent  and  missionary  societies  of  the  denom- 
ination. 

The  aggregate  of  all  contributions  by  this  church  to  purely 
benevolent  objects  during  the  half  century  is  $155,488. 

In  addition  to  smaller  gifts  to  colleges  and  seminaries, 
Carleton  College,  Minnesota,  and  Uoane  College,  Nebraska, 
bear  the  names  of  two  of  the  members  of  Winthrop  Church, 
who  have  largely  endowed  those  institutions. 

Besides  the  regular  expenses  of  its  own  church  worship  and 
its  Sunday  schools,  Winthrop  Society  has  built  two  houses 
of  worship;  it  has  repaired,  remodelled,  and  decorated  its 
present  sanctuary,  and  within  the  past  eleven  years  has 
expended  for  these  purposes  not  less  than  $16,000. 

Its  financial  affairs  have  been  so  skilfully  and  successfully 
managed,  that  at  the  close  of  its  fittieth  year,  it  now  stands 
entirely  free  from  debt.  In  1876,  under  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, thfs  church  and  society  authorized  the  deacons  to 
hold  as  trustees  all  property  represented  by  the  Winthrop 
Church, ''in  order  to  secure  it  to  the  Evangelical  Faith." 
This  object  has  been  substantially  accomplished. 
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During  the  Civil  War  this  church,  by  its  sacrifices  and 
pulpit  utterances,  did  its  part  in  sustaining  the  government. 
It  sent  forth  with  official  words  of  encouragement  a  noble 
band  of  young  men,  some  of  whom  returned  as  officers,  and 
some  died  in  the  service.  Its  pastor  issued  a  circular  letter 
to  the  young  men  of  the  church  in  the  army,  full  of  comfort 
and  instruction. 

The  Winthrop  Church  has  aimed,  above  all  other  results, 
to  be  a  spiritual  power.  The  prayerful  piety  of  its  founders, 
the  seasons  of  special  religious  interest,  and  the  number  of 
admissions  on  profession  of  fiiith,  attest  the  sincerity  of  this 
purpose  and  the  earnestness  with  which  it  has  been  main- 
tained. 

Having  confidence  in  God's  blessing  upon  the  faithful  use 
of  the  ordinary  means  of  grace,  and  calling  no  "  evangelists  " 
to  its  aid,  it  has  enjoyed  many  periods  of  deep,  spiritual 
life. 

The  first  pastor,  Rev.  Daniel  Crosby,  was  a  true  Revi- 
valist "in  the  best  sense  of  the  word.  The  church  during 
his  ministry  was  blessed  with  four  distinct  and  glorious 
revivals  of  religion.  Much  of  its  success  as  a  spiritual 
power  may  be  traced  back  to  the  good  work  then  accom- 
plished in  the  young  men  and  women,  who  have  since  proved 
themselves  faithful  by  many  years  of  service  in  its  member- 
ship. 

This  spirit  of  the  first  pastor  has  been  perpetuated  under 
the  guidance  of  the  successive  pastors,  and  even  during  the 
eight  years  and  two  months  when  the  church  has  been  with- 
out a  pastor,  the  prayerful  men  and  women,  "whose  heart 
God  had  touched,"  failed  not  to  implore  a  blessing.  Only  in 
the  two  years,  1847  and  1880,  when  there  was  no  settled 
minister  over  it,  did  the  church  have  no  accessions  by  pro- 
fession.   But  in  1858,  between  the  pastorates  of  Mr.  Tappan 


II 

and  Mr.  Kittredge,  30  joined  on  profession  of  faith.  The 
years  marked  by  the  largest  additions  of  members  by  con- 
version were  1836,  29;  1840,  31;  1842,  37;  1S49,  28; 
1858,30;  1861,32;  1863,34;  1866,35;  1875,  30,  and  1877, 
(the  year  of  the  Moody  Tabernacle  services  in  Boston),  42. 

As  was  said  in  the  semi-centennial  discourse  of  the  present 
pastor,  Jan.  7,  1883,  "The  very  name  we  bear  is  an  inspira- 
tion to  faith  and  good  works.  Winthrop,  the  name  of  states- 
man, soldier,  gentleman,  and  Christian,  the  patronymic  both 
of  our  own  and  the  ancient  parent  church,  is  in  itself  a  pre- 
cious legacy. 

"  The  silver  font,  presented  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Thomas  L. 
Winthrop  in  1833,  and  the  pulpit  Bible,  given  by  Hon. 
Robert  C.  Winthrop  in  1849,  remind  us  constantly  of  our 
covenant  and  its  obligations. 

*'The  devoted  men  and  women  who  have  here  prayed  and 
labored,  the  'great  crowd  of  witnesses'  who  have  gone  to 
their  reward,  and  the  many  'harvestings  of  souls  *  granted 
to  this  church,  call  for  new  pledges  of  service  and  consecra- 
tion. 

Continuing  faithful,  the  'Beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God' 
will  still  rest  upon  us.  He  will  establish  the  work  of  our 
hands  upon  us,  and  we  shall  ever  hear  His  voice,  as  our 
fathers  heard  and  obeyed  it,  bidding  us,'  Go  forward!  Be 
not  slack  to  possess  the  land.' " 
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BENEVOLENT  CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR  FIFTY  YEARS. 


DATES.  AMOUNTS. 

1S33  ^122 

1834   763 

1835  1,052 

1836   652 

1837   890 

1838   895 

1839   884 

1840   1,71  I 

1841  1,459 

1842  2,088 

1843  2,077 

1844  2,1  s8 

.1845  2,238 

1846  1,786 

1847  1,625 

1848  1,708 

1849  2,306 


DATES.  AMOUNTS. 
1850  $2,026 

'851   3^357 

•852   2,967 

^853   3.^54 

'854...  r   4-35' 

1855   3>926 

1856   4,159 

1857   4,164 

1858   3,194 

1859   3.4>i 

1860   3,483 

1861   4,7';o 

1862   3,48s 

1863   4,618 

1864   4.223 

1865   5,772 

1866   5,600 


•867  ^S>^S9 

1868   4,C68 

'869   4,430 

1870   4,121 

1871   4,098 

1872   3,902 

1873   2,698 

1874   4,900 

1875   4.729 

1876    3>7)8 

'877   3'337 

^878   3,325 

1879   3477 

i8^o   3,350 

1881   5,373 

1882   3,086 

Total  $155,488 


ADDITIONS  BY  PROFESSION  FOR  FIFTY  YEARS. 


1833   3 

1834   5 

1835   5 

1836  29 

1837  13 

1838  21 

1839   4 

1840  31 

1841   8 

1842  37 

1843  14 

1844   3 

1845   3 

1846   4 

1847   o 

1848   6 

1849   28 


850  15 

851  10 

852  15 

853   9 

854  iS 

855  10 

856  II 

857   5 

858  30 

859   5 

860  21 

861  32 

862  24 

863  34 

864  10 

865  19 

866  35 


1867  18 

1868  22 

1869  19 

1870   o 

187 1   6 

'872   3 

'873   7 

•874   6 

1875  30 

1876   4 

1877  42 

1878   3 

1879   3 

1 8S0   3 

1881   8 

1882  10 


PAST  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CHURCH. 


Rev.  Daniel  Crosby  Aug.  14,  1833,  to  !\Iay  18,  1842. 

Rev.  John  Humphrey  Nov.  30,  1S42,  to  Mar.  26,  1847. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Tappan,  Jr.  Oct  4,  1848,  to  Aug.  10,  1857. 
Rev.  Abbott  E.KiTTREDGE,  Sept.  14,  1859,  to  Dec.  2,  1863. 
Rev.  Jeremiah  E.  Rankin.  „  Dec.  i,  1S64,  to  Oct.  20,  1869. 
Rev.  Alexander  S.  Twombly,  May  2,  1872. 

Amos  Tufts  Jan.  25,  1833,        Nov.  26,  1839. 

Eliab  p.  Mackintire.  .  .Feb  8,  1833,  died  Feb.  3,  1864. 

Simeon  Flint  Feb.  22,  1833,  died  Oct.  20,  1857. 

'Chester  Adams  Jan.  10,  1840,  died  May  30,  1855. 

Henry  Howard  Feb.  15,  1850,  to  July  16,  1858. 

Luke  K.  Bowers  Feb.  10,  1854,  to  June  24,  1859. 

Heman  S.  Doane  Feb.  10,  1854. 

Alfred  Whitney  July  29,  1859,  to  Nov.  17,  187 1. 

Henry  Hill  Feb.  29,  1861,  to  Aug.  8,  1865. 

Thomas  Doane  Feb.  29,  1861,  to  Dec.  4,  1863. 

William  Abbot   June  24,  1864,  to  June  2[,  1872. 

Charles  W.  Morss  Sept.  9,  1864,  to  Oct.  16,  1868. 

Thomas  Doane  Oct.  30,  1868. 

William  G.  Bell  Jan.  13,  1871,  to  Jan.  15,  1875. 

Daniel  F.  Jones  Feb.  10,  1871,  to  Nov.  21,  1873. 

William  Hunt  Jan^  26,  1872,. to  Jan.  14,  1881. 

James  Adams  Jan.  i6,  1874,  died  Nov.  13,  i88o. 

Albert  Conant  Jan.  15,  1875,  to  Jan.  17,  1879. 

John  Addie  Jan.  17,  1879. 

Charles  E.  Rogers.  Jan.  16,  18S0. 
Albert  Conant  Jan.  14,  1881. 
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William  Tufts  1833 

Luke  K.*  Bowers  1856 

George  E.  Mackintire  1S59 

William  Hunt  1S65 

Sidney  E.  Adams  1871 


M.  Clarence  Skilton  1873 

Charles  E.  Thompson  1878 

William  E.  Reed  1878 

M.  Clarence  Skilton  1881 


Dea.  Amos  Tufts  1833 

Eliab  P.  Mackintire  1840 

Heman  S.  Doane  1864 

William  Abbott  1S69 


Heman  S.  Doane  1871 

James  Adams  1S75 

George  S.  Poole  1876 


PAST  OFFICERS  OF  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 


Eliab  P.  Mackintire. .  1833-1836 
Christopher  C.  Dean,  1836-1842 
Heman  S.  Doane. .  ..1S42-1843 

Nathan  A.  Tufts  1 843-1 844 

George  Hyde  1844-1857 

Alfred  Skilton  1844-1846 

James  Adams  1858-1862 

Thomas  Doane  1862-1 864 


Moses  H.  Sargent.  . .  1864-1868 

Thomas  Doane  1868-1870 

John  Addie  1 8 70- 187 2 

Herbert  Curtis  1872-1873 

Retire  H.  Parker. .  . .  1873-1879 

Alonzo  Meserve  1879-1881 

Charles  H.  Paiue.  .  . .  18S1-1882 
Retire  H.  Parker. . . .  1882 


Amos  T.  Frothingham  .. 

..1850 

..1851 

. , 1865 

, , 1865 

Andrew  J.  Rogers  

,1858 

S.  Putnam  Skilton  

i860 

1861 

Edward  R.  Cutler  

,1862 

..1863 

John  Addie  1869 

Retire  H.  Parker  1870 

M.  Clarence  Skilton  1873 

Taylor  P.  Thompson  188 1 


Leander  A.  Darling  1866 

Sidney  E.  Adams  187 1 

Joel  W.  Randall  1877 

Henry  G.  Tomlinson  1880 
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PAST  OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

With  Date  of  Their  First  Election. 


Amos  Tufts  1833 

Amos  Tufts,  Jr  1833 

Josiah  Fairbanks  1833 

Reuban  Swan,  Jr  1833 

Solomon  Hovey,  Jr  1834 

Nathan  A.  Tufts  1834 

Eliab  P.  Mackintire  1834 

Simeon  Flint   1835 

James  Adams  1835 

William  Tufts  1836 

John  Adams  1S36 

Alfred  Skilton  1836 

Matthew  Skilton  1837 

Joseph  F.  Tufts  1837 

George  F.  Flint  1837 

Ezra  S.  Brewster  1839 

Andrew  K.  Hunt  1840 

Chester  Adams  1S41 

William  Carleton  1843 

Christopher  C.  Dean  1843 

George  Hyde  1843 


Heman  S.  Doane  1845 

Samuel  P.  Skilton  1845 

George  Farrar.  1849 

Samuel  F.  Tufts  1850 

Ebenezer  Davis  1851 

Amos  T.  Frothingham  1853 

Arthur  W.  Tufts  1858 

Alfred  Whitney  1858 

Matthew  H.  Merriam .  . . . .  1861 

George  E.  Mackintire  1863 

William  Abbott  1S65 

Josiah  T.  Reed  1866 

Herbert  Curtis  1870 

Daniel  Palmer  1871 

Joel  W.  Randall  1872 

George  Bradford  1S73 

Thaddeus  Richardson  1873 

Edwin  Tufts  1873 

William  G.  Bell  1874 

Wells  Chase  1875 

Thomas  Doane  1881 


Josiah  Fairbanks  1832 

Reuben  Swan,  Jr   1835 

Andrew  K.  Hunt  1838 

Amos  T.  Frothingham  1847 

Solomon  Hovey  1848 


Almarin  Trowbridge  1854 

Charles  W.  Chase  1875 

James  E.  Lyon  1880 

William  E.  Reed  1882 


...1833 

...1834 

...1S35 

.  ,  .  1S36 

...1837 

Samuel  F.  Tufts  

...1838 

George  K.  Flint  1842 

Amos  Tufts  1842 

Amos  T.  Frothingham. . . .  1844 

William  Abbott  1850 

Herbert  Curtis  187 1 


GOVERNMENT  OE  THE  CHURCH. 


The  following  Rules,  Articles  of  Faith,  and  Form  of 
Covenant  have  been  adopted  by  the  church. 

OfFrcrs  uT  IFjq  &)uvd}. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  church  shall  be  on  the  second 
Frida)^  of  January,  when  the  following  oflicers  shall  be  chosen 
by  ballot,  viz.  :  — 

A  Clerk,  who  shall  keep  the  records. 

A  Treasurer,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  money  and 
property  belonging  to  the  church,  and  who  shall  make  a 
report  at  the  annual  meeting. 

An  Examining  Committee,  of  whom  the  pastorand  deacons 
shall  constitute  a  part,  who  shall  examine  all  applicants  for 
admission,  and  present  the  names  of  such  as  they  approve 
to  the  church. 

1.  Candidates  shall  be  propounded  to  the  church,  and 
notice  given  to  the  congregation,  at  least  two  weeks  previous 
to  admission. 

2.  The  Lord's  Supper  shall  be  celebrated  once  in  two 
months,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  first  Sunday  in  January, 
March,  May,  July,  September,  and  November,  when  such  as 
join  the  church  by  profession  shall  be  publicly  received. 

3.  Members  of  this  church  who  move  from  the  city  are 
expected  to  transfer  their  membership  from  us,  and  to  unite 
with  some  church  in  or  near  the  place  where  they  reside, 
within  one  year  from  the  time  of  their  removal,  unless  they 
shall  give  satisfactory  reasons  for  delay. 

Members  who  shall  have  been  absent  from  the  city  three 
years  or  more,  and  have  not  communicated  with  the  church, 
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shall,  if  no  satisfactory  information  can  be  obtained  respect- 
ing them,  be  no  longer  considered  under  the  watch  and  care 
of  the  church. 

4.  Members  of  other  churches,  who  may  wish  to  commune 
with  us  for  more  than  one  year,  are  expected  to  transfer 
their  membership  to  this  church,  unless  they  give  satisfactory 
reasons  to  the  Examining  Committee. 

5.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  members  to  attend  such  stated 
meetings  as  are  appointed  by  vote  of  the  church,  unless 
providentially  prevented. 

6.  Any  member  having  cause  of  complaint  against  another 
should  immediately  seek  to  have  it  removed,  as  directed  in 
Matthew  xviii.  15-17. 

7.  This  church  considers  immoral  conduct,  breach  of 
express  covenant  vows,  neglect  of  acknowledged  religious 
or  relative  duties,  and  avowed  disbelief  of  the  articles  of 
faith  assented  to  by  the  members,  as  offences  subject  to  the 
censure  of  the  church. 

8.  The  censures  inflicted  on  offenders  are  private  reproof, 
public  admonition,  or  excommunication,  according  to  the 
aggravation  of  the  offence.  While  a  case  of  discipline  is 
pending,  the  individual  may  be  suspended  from  the  privileges 
of  the  church. 

9.  The  members  of  this  church  are  required  to  abstain 
from  the  use  of  and  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirits,  except  so  far 
as  may  be  necessary  for  medical  purposes. 

10.  All  applications  for  dismission  from  this  church  and 
recommendation  to  other  churches  shall  be  made  in  writing, 
and  shall  not  be  acted  upon  for  one  week  from  the  time  the 
application  is  presented  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  church. 
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ADDRESS. 

Beloved  Friends^  —  You  have  presented  yourselves  before 
God,  his  people,  and  the  world,  to  make  a  solemn  pro- 
fession of  your  religious  faith,  and  to  take  upon  you  the 
bonds  of  the  everkisting  covenant.  We  trust  you  have  well 
considered  the  nature  of  this  transaction, —  the  most  solemn 
and  momentous  in  which  a  mortal  can  ever  engage,  —  and 
that  you  are  prepared  by  divine  grace  to  give  yourselves 
away  a  living  sacrifice,  holy  and  acceptable  to  God  through 
Jesus  Christ.  Having  examined  and  assented  to  the  Articles 
of  Faith  adopted  by  this  church,  you  will  now  profess  the 
same  before  these  witnesses. 

You  believe  in  one  God,  the  Creator,  Preserver,  and  Govern- 
or of  the  Universe,  who  is  infinite,  eternal,  and  unchangeal)le 
in  his  power,  wisdom,  justice,  goodness,,  mercy,  and  truth. 

You  believe  that  tlie  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ments were  given  by  the  inspiration  of  God  ;  that  they  con- 
tain a  complete  and  harmonious  system  of  divine  truth,  and 
are  the  only  perfect  rule  of  Christian  faith  and  practice. 

You  believe  that  God  is  revealed  in  the  Scriptures  as 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit. 

You  believe  that  all  have  sinned,  and  are  without  hohness 
until  their  hearts  are  renewed  by  divine  grace. 

You  believe  that  Christ,  being  God  manifest  in  the  flesh, 
has,  by  his  sutTerings  and  death,  made  an  atonement  for  sin, 
on  account  of  which  pardon  is  offered  to  all,  but  that  such  is 
the  aversion  of  man  to  the  terms  of  salvation,  that  without  the 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  all  refuse  to  comply  with  them. 

You  believe  that  there  will  be  a  general  resurrection  both 
of  the  just  and  the  unjust,  and  a  day  of  judgment,  when  all 
must  give  account  to  Christ  of  the  deeds  done  in  the  body, 
when  the  wicked  will  go  away  into  punishment,  and  the 
righteous  into  life,  both  of  which  states  the  Scriptures  declare 
to  be  eternal. 
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Moreover,  you  believe  that  in  the  world  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  has  a  visible  church,  that  its  Sacraments  are  Baptism 
and  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  that  the  essential  conditions  of 
membership  are  belief  in  the  Scriptures,  and  a  credible  pro- 
fession of  faith  in  Christ,  and  of  that  newness  of  life  which 
is  wrought  by  the  grace  of  God. 

All  these  things  you  profess  and  heartily  believe. 

In  the  presence  of  God,  his  holy  angels,  and  this  assembly, 
you  now  solemnly  avouch  the  Lord  Jehovah,  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit,  to  be  your  God,  the  object  of  your  supreme 
affection,  and  your  portion  forever.  You  cordially  acknowl- 
edge the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  your  only  Saviour,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  your  Sanctifier,  Comforter,  and  Guide.  You 
humbly  and  cheerfully  devote  yourselves  to  God  in  the  ever- 
lasting covenant  of  his  grace,  you  consecrate  all  your  powers 
and  faculties  to  his  service  and  glory,  and  you  promise,  that 
through  the  assistance  of  his  Spirit,  you  will  cleave  to  Him 
as  your  chief  good  ;  tliat  you  will  give  diligent  attendance  to 
his  word  and  ordinances  ;  that  you  will  seek  the  honor  and 
interests  of  his  kingdom;  and  that  henceforth,  denying  all 
ungodliness  and  every  worldly  lust,  you  will  live  soberly, 
righteously,  and  godly  in  the  world. 

You  do  now  cordially  join  yourselves  to  this  church  of 
Christ,  engaging  to  strive  earnestly  for  its  peace,  edification, 
and  purity,  and  to  walk  with  its  members  in  charity,  faithful- 
ness, circumspection,  meekness,  and  sobriety. 

This  you  severally  profess  and  engage. 
.  In  consequence  of  these  professions  and  engagements,  we, 
the  members  of  this  church  [^^lere  tJie  7ne7}ibers  of  the  cJiiDch 
w^],  affectionately  receive  you  to  our  communion,  and  in  the 
name  of  Christ  declare  you  entitled  to  its  privileges.  We 
welcome  you  to  this  fellowship  with  us  in  the  blessings  of  the 
Gospel,  and  on  our  part  engage  to  watch  over  you,  to  love 
and  pray  for  you,  and  to  seek  your  edification,  as  long  as  you 
shall  continue  among  us.  Hereafter  you  can  never  withdraw 
from  the  watch  and  communion  of  the  saints  without  a  breach 
of  covenant. 
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And  now  we  pray  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  God  of  all  grace  and  comfort,  to  bless  you,  to 
comfort  your  hearts,  and  establish  you  in  every  good  word 
and  work.  May  he  guide  and  preserve  you  till  death,  and 
at  last  receive  you  and  us  to  that  blessed  world  where  our 
love  and  joy  shall  be  forever  perfect  !  Amen. 

1.  Do  I  trust  in  Jesus  Christ  as  my  only  Saviour,  loving 
him  supremely,  and  desiring  to  follow  him  in  all  things  ? 

2.  Is  it  the  chief  concern  of  my  life  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Christ  ?  Do  I  pray  for  and  co-operate  with  my  pastor  ; 
and  do  all  my  plans  and  aims  centre  in  the  cause  and  king- 

'  dom  of  my  Saviour  ? 

3.  Do  I  pray  in  secret  daily,  morning  and  evening;  and 
do  I  read  devoutly  a  portion  of  the  Bible  every  day  ? 

4.  Am  I  doing  all  I  can  in  the  Sabbath  school  as  a  teacher, 
or  in  bringing  others  under  its  influence  ? 

5.  Do  I  uniformly  attend  and  enjoy  the  weekly  prayer- 
meetings  of  the  church;  and  am  I  ready  to  contiibute  my 
share  in  sustaining  them  ? 

6.  Am  I  laboring  and  praying  for  the  salvation  of  individ- 
uals, for  the  members  of  my  own  family,  for  those  with 
whom  I  am  intimately  connected  in  business,  and  other 
impenitent  persons  over  whom  I  have  an  influence  ? 

7.  Do  I  enter  heartily  into  all  the  plans  of  benevolence 
in  which  the  church  is  engaged?  Do  I  contribute  statedly, 
and  according  to  my  ability  ?  Am  I  habitually  present  at  the 
monthly  concert  of  prayer?  And  do  I  often  pray  for  the 
missionaries  of  the  Cross,  and  the  conversion  of  the  world  ? 

^tjfaiiD  ©Diitiintniviir. 

1.  Have  I  the  penitence  and  fliith  and  self-consecration 
which  become  a  sinner  approaching  the  table  of  his  Lord  ? 

2.  Have  I  grown  in  grace  since  the  last  communion  ? 

3.  Is  it  owing  to  my  unfaithfulness  that  no  more  converted 
souls  are  now  coming  for  the  first  time  to  the  table  of  Christ  ? 


( 
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A  Prayer  and  Conference  Meeting  is  held  in  the  vestry 
every  Friday  evening. 

A  Young  People's  Meeting  is  held  in  the  small  vestry 
every  Monday  evening. 

The  Preparatory  Lecture  is  preached  on  the  Friday  even- 
ing before  the  Communion  service. 

The  Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer,  for  the  conversion  of  the 
world,  is  held  in  the  vestry  on  the  Friday  evening  following 
the  first  Sunday  of  each  month. 

The  Sunday-School  Concert  is  held  on  the  second  Sunday 
of  each  month. 

Two  Sunday  schools  are  connected  with  this  church, — 
one  holding  its  sessions  in  the  vestry  of  the  church,  and  the 
other  in  Winthrop  Hall,  on  Main  Street,  every  Sunday  at 
half  past  one  oVlock. 

Weekly  oflferings  are  made  each  Sunday  morning  for  the 
following  objects :  — 


Am.  B.  C.  for  Foreign  Missions   20  per  cent. 

Mass.  Home  Missionary  Society   14 

Am.  Missionary  Association  6  *^ 

Am.  Education  Society  6 

Am.  Congregational  Union  3 

Am.  Tract  Society  2 

Seaman's  Friend  Society  2  " 

City  Missions   10 

Poor  and  Sick  of  Winthrop  Society  ....  10 

Our  own  Sunday  Schools   15 

Contingent  Fiind   12 

Communion.       Monthly  Concerts.       Sunday  School. 
Thanksgiving. 
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HISTORY  OF  WINTHROP  CHURCH 

FOR  FIFTY  YEARS. 
(CHARLESTOWN)   BOSTON,  MASS. 

PKHACHKD  BV  Tllli  FASTOK, 

REV.  ALEXANDER  S.  TWOMBLV, 

January  7,  1S83. 


SERMON 


"Let  thy  work  appear  unto  thy  servants,  and  thy  glon,'  unto  iheir  children. 
And  let  tlie  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  be  upon  us:  and  establi^h  iliou  ihe  work, 
of  our  hands  upon  us;  yea,  the  work,  of  our  hands  establish  thou  it."  —  P.^ai.ms 
xc.  16,  17. 

The  history  of  a  true  church  of  Christ  for  fifty  years  is 
more  than  a  mere  record  of  events.  A  chosen  band  of  dis- 
ciples not  only  follows  the  natural  order  of  development,  but 
God's  hand  may  be  traced  in  the  movements  and  chan;;es 
that  occur.  The  work  is  theretbre  his,  and  the  glory  of  it 
belongs  to  him. 

We  celebrate,  in  this  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Winthrop 
Church,  not  the  achievements  of  men,  but  the  good  provi- 
dence and  grace  of  God;  to  him  be  all  the  praise  !  But  in 
such  a  history  the  sovereignty  of  grace  ai)pears  in  the 
acts  to  which  God  has  moved  his  people  and  in  tlie  circum- 
stances by  which  he  has  surrounded  them.  His  tliviiie 
guidance  is  seen  in  his  special  deahngs  with  the  individuals 
that  have  composed  the  membership. 

Along  the  course  of  external  conditions  runs  the  line  of 
personal  experiences,  consecrated  efforts,  indivichial  sacritices, 
and  persevering  affections. 

If  then,  some  names  of  the  originators  and  promoters  of 
this  Christian  enterprise  receive  special  mention,  it  is  because 
they  have  embodied  the  faith  and  love  entering  into  the 
work  as  a  whole;  while  all  on  the  list  of  mcmbershii), 
who  have  proved  themselves  worth)',  are  to  be  considL-iwl 
as  represented  by  their  leaders.  They  all  blend  into  a 
single,  organic  life,  in  wiiich  the  indivitluality  of  the  clunch 
appears. 

The  might  of  the  Divine  Presence,  which  has  entered  into 
its  elements  of  being,  and  the  life  of  the  Divine  Son,  in 
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whose  name  it  has  toiled,  do  not  prevent  but  serve  to  intensify 
this  individuality.  Consequently,  we  can  trace  particular 
relations  of  this  society  to  the  community  in  which  it  has 
been  placed. 

Then  there  is  its  unwritten  history.  We  cannot  i;^more 
the  fact,  that  the  men  and  women  who  have  fornicd  its 
membership  year  by  year,  have  had  inward  experiences 
which  cannot  be  told;  struggles  with  the  world  and  sin; 
wrestlings  with  God  in  prayer;  conflicts,  resulting  in  the 
strange  peace  of  the  gospel,  and  victories  won  for  the  cross 
of  Christ. 

The  dramatic  element  is  not  wanting  to  the  picture,  —  the 
history  of  families  connected  with  this  society  ;  pathetic 
scenes  ;  rejoicings  over  sons  and  daughters  born  to  (j(jd, 
and  sorrowings  over  wanderers  from  the  fold  ;  praises  and 
lamentations  at  the  graves  of  beloved  j^astors  and  friends  ; 
sudden  illuminations  of  hope,  and  hopeless  exclamations  of 
despair,  —  all  these  things  must  be  passed  over  in  silence, 
although  they  form  a  part  of  God's  dealings  with  his  pcoj^le. 

The  story  will  necessarily  be  partial.  Its  details  are  left 
for  individuals  to  fill  out  each  for  himself,  and  yet  enough 
may  be  set  forth  in  order,  to  reveal  the  good  hand  of  our 
God  upon  us  from  the  first  until  now. 

His  hand  was  good  to  us  at  the  very  beginning.  One 
peculiarity  of  a  true  church  of  Christ  is  that  it  may  l)e  as 
mature  on  the  day  of  its  formation  in  all  essential  elements 
of  spiritual  life,  as  it  ever  will  be.  It  never  need  grow  old. 
It  may  cease  to  exist  as  a  separate  organization,  but  it  need 
not  pass  spiritually  through  periods  of  youth,  manhooil,  and 
old  age.  It  may  be  like  the  constant  cloud  on  a  mountain 
top,  —  formed  of  unseen  mists  attracted  to  it  and  pa-sing 
rapidly  over  the  summit,  yet  ever  the  san^e  lieecy  object  at 
sunset  as  at  dawn. 

A  church  may  increase  in  size  by  additions  to  its  mend  er- 
ship,  and  it  may  diminish  as  the  years  roll  by  ;  but  in  spuitual 
stature  its  membership  may  be  full  grown  at  any  period  ol  its 
history.  Such  was  the  character  of  this  cliureh  at  its  birth. 
It  took  its  first  step,  as  the  framers  and  signers  of  the  Cove- 
nant declare,  after  "mature  deliberation."    Its  lust  words 
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were,  "We  believe  that  the  cause  of  Evangelical  piety  will 
be  promoted  by  the  formation  of  a  second  Orthodox  Congre- 
gational Church  in  this  place."  The  letter  of  the  twoscore 
men  and  women  who  were  moved  to  establish  this  church, 
addressed  in  respectful  and  alfeclionate  language  to  the  pa- 
rent church,  reads  as  follows  :  Facts  demonstrate  that  this 
town,  embraci  ng  a  population  of  nine  thousand  souls  is  n(jt 
adequately  furnished  with  houses  for  public  worship  or  the 
means  of  grace;  and  we  feel  that  we  are  called  upon,  by 
every  consideration  that  can  awaken  sympathy  or  excite 
compassion,  to  do  our  utmost  that  these  precious  souls  may 
be  brought  into  the  fold  of  the  Redeemer." 

They  also  say  in  the  same  letter,  that  they  believe  "the 
contemplated  separation  will  materially  augment  the  happi- 
ness and  usefulness  of  the  individual  members,  as  well  as 
the  strength  and  prosperity  of  both  branches  of  the  same 
glorious  community." 

These  words  are  the  words  of  mature  minds  and  expe- 
rienced souls.  When  a  little  gathering  of  these  earnest 
hearts  met,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1832,  in  the  quiet  par- 
lor of  Dea.  Flint's  house,  on  the  corner  of  what  was  then 
called  Bow  and  Arrow  Streets,  and  when  they  pledged,  in 
the  truest  spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  their  contributions  to  the 
work,  such  was  the  enthusiasm  of  the  hour  that  one  youth 
not  quite  seventeen  years  of  age,  though  not  a  church  mem- 
ber, gladly  placed  opposite  his  name  the  suni  of  seventeen 
dollars,  which  he  must  save  out  of  the  wages  which  he  was 
just  beginning  to  receive  for  his  daily  labor.  We  need  not 
say  that  he  became  afterwards  a  strong  member  of  this 
church.  And  when  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  Januar\, 
l833>  tliG  band  of  forty-four  members  (fourteen  men  and 
twenty-one  women  from  the  Frst  i\irish,''^  six  from  other 
churches  and  three  on  profession)  was  organized  into  the 
new  church,  it  was  not  as  an  infant  in  its  cradle,  but  as  a 
man  full  grown,  capable  of  understanding  and  performing  the 
word  and  purposes  of  God. 


*  This  was  exactly  the  number  from  tlie  original  First  Church  of  Boston  who 
formed  the  First  Parish  Church  in  Charlestown,  A.  D.  1^3^. 
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The  First  Church  worshipped  at  that  time  in  a  luige 
wooden  structure,  venerable  with  historical  associations  of 
two  hundred  years,  although  the  building  itselt'  was  only 
fifty  years  old. 

In  the  aisle  stood  the  little  company  (eight  of  whom  are 
still  living,  four  are  now  members  of  this  cluirch,  and  six- 
are  present  here  with  us  to  day).*  The  scene,  as  told  by 
an  eye-witness,  was  most  impressive. 

On  the  council  called  to  organize  the  new  body  were  the 
pastor  and  delegates  from  two  churches  (Salem  Street  and 
Bowdoin  Street)  now  extinct  ;  also  the  pastor  and  delegate 
of  Park  Street  Church,  and  a  delegate  from  the  Union 
Church,  together  with  ministers  and  delegates  fiom  odu-r 
churches  out  of  town.  Not  one  of  that  council  is  now  living  ; 
but  when  I  mention  the  revered  names  of  the  Revs.  Joel 
Lindley,  Hubbard  Winslow,  Amos  Blanchard,  ])a\id 
Greene,  and  Biothers  Julius  A.  Palmer  and  John  CiuHivcr, 
you  will  at  once  perceive  the  character  of  the  men  of  which 
it  was  composed.  Of  this  council,  Rev.  Samuel  (^ile,  from 
the  church  at  Milton,  was  moderator  and  Rev.  Amos  llhinch- 
ard  scribe. 

Already  a  confession  of  faith  had  been  framed  and  adopted, 
and  when  the  sermon  had  been  preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  blan- 
chard, the  members  of  the  new  organization  solmenly  en- 
tered into  covenant  with  God  and  each  other,  and  were 
pronounced  a  regularly  organized  church. 

Thus  the  Winthrop  Church  came  into  being.  Its  fust 
meeting  (Jan.  ii,  1833)  after  its  formation,  at  the  luuise  ot 
Amos  Tufts,  reveals  to  us  the  tone  of  its  spiritualit\-  and  the 
ripeness  of  its  powers.  After  the  transaction  of  necess.uy 
business,  relating  to  the  choice  of  deacons,  clerk,  and  Hie 
organization  of  a  Sabbath  school,  the  iiUeresiing  occasion! 
was  improved  .  .  ..  in  a  spirit  of  humble  gratitiuie  and 
praise." 

The  occasion  and  the  circumstances,''  writes  Willi. im 

*  Eliza  H.  Flint,  Hannah  B.  S\^eet^cr,  M.uiha  S.  Hcvcy  (  Nt rs.  S.  1'.  S'^.- 
ton),  Mrs.  Wm.  (Kliza  H.  K.)  Tufis,  Reuben  Swan,  Lemuel  Gu.iucr,  Mrs- 
EHzabeih  T.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Laioline  H.  Brcwbter. 

t  See  Records,  page  iS. 
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Tufts,  the  newly  elected  clerk,  "  loudly  demanded  of  us  the 
entire  consecration  of  ourselves,  our  all,  to  the  blessed  work 
of  promoting  the  kingdom  of  our  Divine  Redeemer  and  the 
salvation  of  immortal  souls.'* 

The  first  public  services  of  the  new  organization  were  held 
in  the  Town  Hall,  on  the  spot  where  the  Pubhc  Library  now 
stands. 

"Some  who  were  then  children  remember  the  eagerness 
^ith  which  they  went  up  those  rude  stairs,  into  a  liall,  which 
though  devoid  of  all  outward  attractions,  seemed  filled  with 
the  glory  of  the  ancient  temple."  Rev.  Jacob  Abbott,  prin- 
cipal of  the  iMt.  Vernon  School,  Boston,  officiated. 

Among  other  preachers  in  that  hall,  during  those  early 
days,  was  Dr.  William  Adams,  of  New  York,  whose  courtly 
grace,  eloquence,  and  spiritual  fervor  produced  a  marked 
impression  on  the  audience,  in  contrast  with  the  homely 
furnishings  of  the  place  of  meeting.  At  that  time  the  sing- 
ing was  accompanied  by  a  double  bass-viol  and  a  clarionet. 
It  was  not  long  however  before  a  nieeting-house  was  l;vnlt 
on  Union  Street  for  the  new  parish,  a  structure  beau- 
tiful in  its  simplicity,"  as  Dr.  blagden  said  of  it  soon 
after  it  was  occupied.  By  November,  1833,  it  was  ready 
for  use.  Its  cost,  with  land  and  organ,  was  about  ^  14.000.* 
In  it  the  congregation  grew  from  a  handful  to  till  its  walls, 
and  when  the  present  edifice  was  built  on  Green  Street,  the 
site  of  the  old  structure  was  occupied  by  three  brick  dwell- 
ing-houses, the  homes  of  Dea.  Mackintire  and  the  brothers 
Nathan  A.  and  Samuel  F.  Tufts.  Thus  the  hallowed  assot  ia- 
tions  of  that  consecrated  spot  were  continued. f  With  such 
a  beginning  and  with  such  leaders,  who  can  wonder  that  "  the 
work  of  their  hands  was  established  upon  them  "  ? 

A  church  is  apt  to  perpetuate  the  inlluences  under  which 
it  is  founded,  and  to  mould  its  future  upon  the  principles 
which  distinguish  it  at  tirst.    The  spirit  of  its  fouiulers  lives 

*  William  Byrnes  was  the  organist  for  over  twenty-five  year.'^,  (Icvotinj;  liiniself 
heart  and  soul  to  the  service  of  sacred  sont;.  The  leading  nioniht-rs  of  Winihrop 
Church  have  often  been  members  of  the  choir. 

t  A  pew-door  from  the  old  meeting-house  was  placed  in  the  hall  closet  of  each 
of  the  above  houses,  and  still  remains. 
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m  the  choice  of  similar  successors,  and  seldom  do  violent 
changes  destroy  the  original  purpose  and  polity  of  a  godly 
beginning.  Let  us  then  dwell  a  few  moments  on  the  char- 
acter of  the  principal  movers  in  the  new  enterprise. 

The  first  deacon  of  Winthrop  Church  was  Amos  Tufts. 
He  had  been  a  deacon  in  the  First  Parish  Church,  and  was 
seventy  years  old  when  elected  to  the  same  office  in  the  new 
church.  U\s  liberal  and  comprehensive  mind,"  says  his 
biographer,* had  a  'happy  ^icility'for  appreciating  and 
accepting  any  projects  and  improvements  which  were  un- 
known in  his  early  days."  Firm,  self-controlled,  and  con- 
scientious, his  religious  character  was  marked  by  ardor, 
humility,  and  simplicity." 

He  lived  only  seven  years  after  this  church  was  organized, 
but  left  to  us  as  his  legacy,  five  sons  in  the  glory  of  their  man- 
hood, and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  E.  P.  IVIackinlire,  all  of  them 
active  and  prominent  members  of  this  society.f 

Then  came  the  ''Trio  of  Deacons,"  who  were  identified 
with  the  life  and  history  of  the  church  for  nearly  a  (juarter 
of  a  century  of  its  existence,  —  Chester  Adams,  Simeon 
Flint,  and  Eliab  P.  Mackintire. 

Dea.  Chester  Adams  was  as  his  pastor  said  of  him 
^*oneof  the  long-headed  men,  who  are  of  incalculable  service 
in  any  church  ;  and  his  judgment  was  seldom  biassed  by  any 
over-sanguine  feeling."  For  thirty-three  yeais  c.ishicr,  and 
eight  years  president  of  a  bank,  there  were  times  "  when  he 
manifested  great  decision  and  resolution,  confronting  kn.ivery 
with  a  most  searching  glance,  and  bringing  out  its  cringini; 
and  terrified  confessions  of  guilt.  He  was  the  last  mm  with 
whom  the  rogue  would  have  cared  to  deal."t  In  the  move- 
ment to  form  the  Winthrop  Church,  he  lent  his  aid  especially 
to  make  the  whole  basis  of  its  org.mi/.ation  as  sound  as  pos- 
sible. Elected  a  deacon  in  1840,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
bv  the  death  of  Amos  Tufts,  he  died  in  1S55,  leaving  a 
worthy  successor  in  his  son,  the  late  Dea.  James  Adams, 


Rev-  Daniel  Crosby  (funernl  sernion). 
t  Josejih  F.,  Amos,  Naihaii  A-,  Willi. mi,  and  Samuel  F.  Tufts. 
I  From  Juueral  sermon,  by  Rev.  B.  Tappan. 
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who  in  resolution  of  character  and  afTection  for  tliis  church 
carried  forward  the  work  so  nobly  begun.  Yonder  clock  was 
a  gift  to  the  church  from  Chester  Adams  in  1835. 

Dea.  Simeon  Flint  was  a  somewhat  different  man.  "  Sun- 
ny, benignant,  guileless,  and  tender,  decided  in  character, 
forcible,  but  concise  in  word,  of  tact  in  management,  and 
with  a  rare  spirit  of  conciliation,  he  had  withal  a  ready  humor, 
which  brought  sunshine  into  many  a  shady  place."  His 
store  on  Main  Street,  near  Henley  Street,  was  Ccdled  the 
"  Winthrop  Exchange  "  by  those  who  were  accustomed  on 
their  way  to  town  to  stop  in  for  a  morning  call. 

During  those  early  years,  the  conversation  of  the  brethren 
in  that  place  of  almost  daily  meeting  would  turn  on  such 
questions  as  the  following  :  ''Were  any  i)ersons  newly  im- 
pressed on  the  Sal)bath  ?  "  For  whom  shall  we  especially 
pray  this  week  ?  "  and    Where  can  we  now  work  the  best  ?  " 

And  so  in  constant,  unobtrusive  labor  and  prayer  the  good 
deacon  gave  his  time,  his  house,  his  store  to  t'le  Lord's  work. 
Who  can  estimate  the  value  of  such  a  disciple  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  a  church  ? 

Of  Dea.  Flint,  Rev.  Benjamin  Tappan  writes,  I  was  ad- 
mitted to  great  intimacy  and  received  great  kifulness  from 
him."  "  How  often  have  I  heard  him  pray  so  simjjly  and  con- 
fidingly to  his  *  dear  Saviour.'  I  saw  him  on  his  death- 
bed with  almost  the  face  of  a  saint  in  glory.  1  sh  dl  never 
forget  him."  He  died  Oct.  20,  1857,  leaving  behind  the 
memory  of  one  upon  whom  indeed  was  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord." 

Dea.  Eliab  P.  Mackintire,  the  last  of  the  Trio  of 
Deacons,"  was  perhaps  the  most  marked  figure  in  the  early 
history  of  this  church,  and  remained  as  a  '*i)ilhir"  in  it 
for  thirty-one  years.  He  was  fitted,  both  by  natural  gifts 
and  a  devoted  piety,  for  prominence  in  the  church  of  Chri^t. 
He  had  the  rare  faculty  of  le.iding  without  exciting  envy. 
He  could  guide  without  giving  offence,  and  command  respect 
without  usurping  the  prerogatives  of  others.  As  deacon 
thirty-one  years,  superintendent  of  the  S.d>l)ath  school  three 
years,  and  treasurer  of  the  church  twenty-four  years,  he  was 
so  fully  identified  with  this  society,  that  when  the  Winthroj) 
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Church  was  spoken  of  anywhere,  he  was  at  once  brought  to 
mind. 

His  heart  was  bound  up  in  its  welfare,  and  his  time  and 
strength  were  given  to  its  care. 

His  example  was  its  support,  and  his  means  were  always 
at  its  disposal,  according  to  his  ability.  A  man  of  great 
energy  and  piety,  he  will  long  be  remembered  as  a  leader 
without  ambition,  and  a  landmark  in  the  history  of  this 
church. 

There  are  other  names,  which  ought  not  to  be  passed  by, 
of  men  and  women  devoted  to  this  society  in  the  period  of 
its  early  formation  and  growth. 

John  Gammell,  or  Father"  Gammell  (as  he  was  famil- 
iarly known),  was  a  man  of  singular  gifts  in  the  sphere  he 
long  occupied  as  a  missionary  to  the  poor  of  Charlestown. 
Quaint  in  speech  and  manners,  almost  blind,  he  possessed 
such  rare  native  wit  and  such  a  pure  soul,  that  his  presence 
shed  light  wherever  he  went ;  apt  in  poetical  and  Scriptural- 
quotations,  he  was  most  interesting  in  social  meetings,  but 
equally  welcome  as  the  almoner  of  the  church  and  the  in- 
spirer  of  spiritual  fervor. 

Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  the  "dear  old  chaplain"  of  the  State 
Prison,  had  a  heart  as  light  and  gay  as  a  child,"  but  which 
was  always  overflowing  with  sympathy  and  affection. 

Rev.  William  S.  Porter,  an  earnest  worker;  Rev.  Asa 
Bullard,  still  the  children's  welcome  friend;  Dea.  Mat- 
thew Skilton,  dignified  and  firm  ;  S.  Putnam  Skilton,  a  young 
man  at  that  time,. mild  and  gentle,  but  consistent  in  every- 
thing; Lemuel  Gulliver,  now  living  at  Son-ierville  ;  Rev.  Dr. 
Hooker,  "fervent  and  apostolic." 

Also,  Joseph  F.  Tufts,  sharing  the  burden >  of  the  work,  his 
wife  a  true  fellow-worker  ;  Reuben  Swan,  Jr  ,  a  teacher,  and 
influential;  Christopher  C.  Dean, a  useful  superinten('ent,  and 
the  treasurer  of  ihe  Massachusetts  Sabbath  SchoolSociet)  ; 
Rev.  L.  I.  Hoadley,  kind  and  gentlemanly,  scholarly  and  gooc ; 
Dea.  Henry  Hill,  a  very  earnest,  hearty  Christian  in  speech 
and  manner  ;  George  Swan,  prominent  in  the  choir  and  long  a 
teacher  of  the  Warren  School  ;  Thomas  G.  Lee,  superintend- 
ent of  the  McLean  Asylum,  some  of  whose  patients  he  would 
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occasionally  bring  to  clnirch  ;  Norman  Seaver,  William  Carle- 
ton,  and  others,  who  are  now  living. 

Many  women  al-^,o,  equally  important  and  helpful,  may  be 
found  on  the  church  record  of  those  early  days,  but  for 
whose  faithful  and  unwearied  devotion  the  new  responsiljil- 
ities  of  the  enterprise  could  not  have  been  met.  ''A  circle 
of  them,  all  warm  friends,  met  together  for  weekly  prayer, 
having  seasons  of  wonderful  blessings  and  enjoyment,  —  M  rs. 
Vinal,  Mrs,  Gilbert  Tufts,  Mrs.  Mackintire,  Mrs.  Heman 
Doane,  Mrs.  Jaquith,  Mrs.  Kendall,  and  Mrs.  Souther." 

But  perhaps  God's  best  gift  to  this  society,  in  those  times 
of  labor  and  self-denial,  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  Winthrop 
Church,  Rev.  Daniel  Crosby.  Installed  over  this  church 
and  society  Aug.  14,  1S33, — sermon  by  Rev.  G.  \V.  lilag- 
den,  — in  the  lull  bloom  of  his  powers,  with  a  tliorcnigh  spirit- 
ual preparation  for  his  work,  and  a  ripe  experience  in  another 
parish  (Conway,  Mass.),  this  man  of  thirty-four  years  became 
the  animating  soul  of  the  new  enterprise  from  the  very  first. 

*'  He  understood,"  says  the  Rev.  David  Green  in  a  sermon 
at  his  funeral,  ^' the  nature  and  responsibility  of  his  work  " 

As  a  public  religious  teacher  he  was  lucid,  scriptural  and 
rational.  There  was  a  vein  of  common-sense  ami  practical- 
ness, an  honesty  of  intention,  and  a  directness  of  aim,"  which 
gave  his  discourses     a  peculiar  freshness  and  charm." 

His  appeals  to  the  conscience  and  heart  were  ad.ipted 
to  melt  the  hardest  transgressors." 

He  brought  forth  no  new  theological  speculations." 
He  gained  a  peculiar  hold  on  the  younger  portion  of  his 
congregation.  He  held  strong  views  of  human  deprav- 
ity, but  he  also  knew  the  gospel  remedy.  As  a  j)astor, 
he  was  ever  watchful  and  laborious,  and  did  not  spare  his 
strength  while  any  work  remained  to  be  done,  lie  give  the 
church  a  great  missionary  imi)ulse.  His  monthly  concert 
exercises  are  said  to  have  been  remarkable  lor  the  interest 
they  awakened,  and  for  the  originality  of  his  metiioils.  With- 
out being  distinguished  for  uncommon  graces  of  j)erson  or 
manner,  "  with  no  fascinations  of  elocution,  or  style,  or 
fancy,"  he  secured  such  universal  respect  and  love  that  the 
results  of  his  ministry  here,  of  eight  years  and  nine  n.uL'.li. 
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were  wonderful.  By  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his  faitliful 
exertions,  this  church  was  enlarged  in  four  distinct  and  i)o\v 
erful  revivals  of  religion. 

^'  He  was  willing  to  wear  out,"  says  his  biograplier,  and, 
when  cautioned  against  overwork,  would  only  rei)ly,  "  I  love 
the  work  ;  souls  are  perishing  :  how  can  I  dcsisL  ?  "    He  was 

almost  imprudent  "  in  his  disregard  of  health  and  life.  He 
lived  but  a  few  months  after  his  resignation  of  this  charge, 
but  he  left  the  church,  which  he  took  when  composed  of  only 
forty-four  members,  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  strong,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-three  persons  having  been  added  by  pro- 
fession^ and  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  by  letter,  during 
his  ministry.* 

The  two  sad  events,  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Crosby  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  May  i8,  1842,  and  his  death  Feb.  2S, 
1843,  closed  the  history  of  the  first  ten  years  of  W'inthro); 
Church.  One  of  the  first  members,  a  lady  still  warmly  en- 
gaging with  us  in  every  good  work,  writes  of  that  first  (iecade 
as  follows  :  "  Who  that  lived  during  those  early  }  ears  will 
forget  the  weekly  meetings  held  in  j^rivate  houses?  Huge 
wood  fires  we  well  rememl)er,  and  feeble  lights,  uith  often 
very  primitive  surroundings,  but  rooms  so  full  tliat  no  more 
could  enter.  Saturday-evening  meetings  of  a  few  h  ienils,  to 
ask  a  blessing  on  the  services  of  the  Sabbath.  Al>o  laiger 
meetings  of  a  similar  kind  in  the  i)astor\s  study.  To  us, 
the  house  on  the  corner  of  High  and  School  Streets  was  a 
hallowed  place." 

The  study,  an  'upper  room,'-  is  well  remembered.  In 
that  house  our  beloved  pastor  died,  and  from  it  passed  to 
glory. 

His  grave  is  at  Mt.  Auburn,  in  a  lot  belonging  to  one 
of  his  parishioners,  an  old  num,  who,  in  his  old  age,  was 
converted  under  Mr.  Crosby's  ministiations. 

Over  the  dear  i)astor\s  gra\'e  a  tablet  inscri!)ed  with 
words  of  reverent  love  was  jilaced  1)\-  his  gr.ilelul  llx  k.  His 
wife,  whom  no  one  knew  but  to  love,  now  lives  at  \\'aterbur\'. 
Conn. 


*  The  year  1836  was  remarkable  fov  its  ing.ulieriii?;  <-f  many,  who  becime  a 
strong,  working  element  in  the  chui  th  for  years  altei  waids. 
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During  times  of  special  religious  interest,  morning  meet- 
ings, beginning  at  six  o'clock,  were  also  held.  Before  day- 
light, and  sometimes  through  banks  of  snow,  we  remember 
setting  forth.  But  what  of  that  ?  Such  warm,  fervent 
prayers,  such  pleadings  for  God's  spirit,  give  a  melody  to 
the  memory  of  a  morning  hour  of  prayer  which  words  can- 
not disclose. 

But  the  golden  days  of  that  decade  (continues  the  same 
writer)  were  the  four  glorious  seasons  of  revival.  Con- 
verts from  among  the  old  and  the  young,  becoming  knit  to- 
gether in  Christian  love,  stood  up  in  groups  of  twenty-seven, 
twenty-four,  eighteen,  in  the  aisle  of  the  Union  Street 
Church,  until  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  was 
reached. 

Some  of  them  still  live,  working  in  different  churches 
as  well  as  in  our  own.  Most  of  them,  however,  have  now 
passed  away. 

The  almost  glorified  face  of  the  pastor,  as  those  for 
whom  he  had  labored  and  prayed  night  and  day  stood  before 
him,  comes  vividly  to  mind.  No  aid  had  been  sou«^ht  from 
outside  sources.  The  pastor  and  the  church  had  quietly 
worked,  had  earnestly  prayed,  and  the  harvest  followed." 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  ^'  beauty  of  the  Lord  "  was  upon 
a  church  thus  begun  and  continued.  It  is  not  strange  that 
the  work  of  such  hands  and  hearts  has  been  established," 
and  that  its  glory  now  appears  unto  the  children  "  of  these 
faithful  disciples. 

The  times  in  which  they  labored  were  such  as  would  now 
be  called  primitive,  in  comparison  with  the  era  in  which  we 
live. 

Boston  in  1833  had  not  been  much  enlarged  in  area  for 
one  hunch'ed  years.*  There  was  but  one  free  avenue  to  it 
from  the  suburbs,  and  that  was  over  Roxbury  Neck.  Kast 
Boston  was  then  scarcely  more  than  a  barren  waste.  South 
Boston  had  only  about  five  thousand  inhabitants.  There 
was  but  a  handt'ul  of  houses  between  what  is  now  Dover 
Street  and  the  Roxbury  line. 


*  See  report  of  E.  J.  Howard  to  Boston  Board  of  Trade,  iSSo. 
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The  lands  east  and  west  of  Washington  Street  on  the  Neck 
were  pastures,  and  a  portion  of  the  Common  was  used  for  feed- 
ing cows.  Beacon  Street  opposite  the  Common  contained 
the  houses  of  the  new  aristocracy,  while  the  older  families  of 
Boston  clung  to  their  homesteads  on  Tremont,  Summer, 
Franklin,  Federal,  High,  and  Purchase  Streets,  and  on  Fort 
Hill.  Dock  Square  was  the  business  centre  of  the  city. 
.The  old  hourlies  "  had  just  begun  to  ply  between  the  city 
and  Cambridge,  Roxbury,  and  South  Boston.  The  public 
houses  were  inns  and  taverns.  The  sign  of  ''St.  George 
and  the  Dragon"  swung  in  1830  over  the  entrance  of  tl.e 
old  Marlboro  Hotel,  on  Washington  Street.  At  that  time, 
the  Albany  stage  started  through  the  arched  gateway  of 
Earl's  Coffee  House  each  week. 

The  old  Hancock  House,  still  in  possession  of  the  gov- 
ernor's family,  was  standing  hard  by  the  State  House;  and 
many  old  buildings  carried  one  back  beyond  the  days  of  the 
Revolution.  Fifty  years  ago,  the  project  of  a  railroad  from 
Boston  to  Albany  was  undertaken  with  many  misgivings. 
The  able  editor  of  the  Boston  6V///7Vr  pronounced  it  in  1830 
as  "  useless  as  a  railroad  from  Boston  to  tlie  moon."  Within 
ten  years  however,  six  railroads  had  their  trains  regularly 
running  out  of  the  city. 

Charlestown  then  had  about  nine  thousand  inhabitants. 
Some  here  present  remember  how  it  af)pearcd  forty  or  fifty 
years  ago.  The  half-built  Monument,  with  a  derrick  at  the 
top  and  caving  banks  of  sand  on  all  sides  beneath  it,  wv.s 
slowly  growing  towards  the  skies.  None  of  the  tine  public 
buildings  now  ornamenting  our  streets  had  been  erected. 
Only  the  Harvard  Unitarian  Church  edifice,  of  all  our  pres- 
ent meeting-houses,  lifted  its  spire  to  heaven. 

Bunker  Hill  was  a  lofty  pasture,  with  one  or  two  farm- 
houses upon  it.  Where  Bartlett  Street  now  runs,  deep  gulhes, 
with  a  line  of  clay  ponds,  ran  down  to  Mystic  River,  towards 
a  point  near  the  beginning  of  the  old  ungainly  bridge  to 
Chelsea.  There  was  hardly  a  single  brick  block  out  of  Main 
Street,  the  mansions  of  the  wealthier  inhabitants  being  mostly 
large,  square,  wooden  houses,  surrounded  by  extensive  walls 
and  garden  plots. 
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Where  our  Wintbrop  Church  now  stands,  a  garden  full  of 
blooming  trees  and  pLants  made  the  street  in  reality  "  (ireen  " 
in  spring  and  summer.  The  pastor's  house  hael  a  large 
garden,  and  High  Street  was  very  dilTerent  in  appear.mce 
from  what  it  is  now.  No  stately  mansions  surrountled  Mon- 
ument Square.  One  could  stand  near  the  Monument  and 
see  an  open  space  to  the  Mystic  River.  TJie  Navy  Yard 
was  where  it  now  is,  and  gave  importance  to  the  town. 
The  present  First  Parish  Church  was  not  built  ;  our  mag- 
nificent school-houses  are  creations  of  a  later  date,  and 
City  Square  was  not  much  better  than  an  empty  open  space. 
The  training-field,  now  Winthrop  Square,  was  a  play-ground 
(would  that  something  like  it  existed  still  !)  for  the  sports  of 
boys  and  girls. 

Charlestown  was  a  sort  of  suburb  of  Boston,  and  the  city 
folks  moved  into  it  to  get  a  breath  of  country  air. 

I  need  not  recount  to  you  the  changes  of  this  memorable 
half-century,  not  only  in  our  goodly  city,  but  throughout  our 
land  and  the  world.  Railroads,  telegraphs,  ocean  cables, 
telephones,  immigration,  the  press,  the  j)Ostal  service,  and 
all  the  multiplied  appliances  of  public  and  dome.^iic  con- 
venience, have  made  the  former  days  seem  homely  in  com- 
parison with  the  times  in  which  we  live. 

But,  humble  or  not,  those  were  the  days  for  Christian 
consecration  and  self-denying  devotion  to  the  church  ot 
Christ.  We  may  be  thankful  that  the  founders  of  this  church 
lived  in  those  days,  before  the  full  resources  of  this  country 
had  brought  wealth  and  a  foreign  population,  to  change  the 
tone  and  standard  of  living,  and  to  foster  the  new  ideas  wiih 
which  we  must  contend.  It  is  true  that  when  the  Winthrop 
Church  was  founded,  the  Unitarian  controversy  had  been 
waging  for  fifteen  years.  It  is  true  also,  tluit  our  first  members 
speak  of  Charlestown  as  having  a  very  large  proi)ortion  of  j^er- 
sons  who  did  not  attend  church.  They  bewailed  Sunday  dese- 
cration and  other  departures  from  godly  living.  We  may  also 
suppose  that  human  nature  was  about  the  same  in  their  day 
as  in  ours;  but  at  that  time  stricter  rules  of  conduct  were 
in  vogue,  —  the  catechism  was  taught,  and  the  church  kei)t 
stated  days  of  fasting  and  devotion  several  times  a  year. 
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The  young  people  came  to  the  monthly  missionary  concerts 
with  all  the  eagerness  that  our  youth  now  tlock  to  secular 
and  not  always  harmless  entertainments.  Proiiacietl  meet- 
ings and  frequent  revivals  were  also  considered  as  indispen- 
sable to  a  healthy  growth  of  spirituality  in  the  church.  Let 
us  praise  our  God  for  the  soil  in  which  our  church  was 
planted,  and  see  to  it  that  the  fruit  we  offer  is  as  sweet  and 
sound. 

P^ollowing  this  first  decade,  ever  memorable  in  the  history 
of  our  church,  came  six  years  more,  during  which  the  meet- 
ing-house in  Union  Street  continued  to  be  occcupied. 

The  Rev.  John  Humphrey,  son  of  President  Humphrey  of 
Amherst  College,  was  there  installed  Nov.  30,  1842,  and  re- 
mained as  pastor  until  March  26,  1847,  a  period  of  four 
years  and  four  months,  during  which  twenty-four  persons 
"united  on  profession  and  forty-nine  by  letter. 

"  Mr.  Humphrey  entered  upon  his  work  at  a  most  favorable 
time.  The  previous  spring  a  precious  revival  season  had 
been  enjoyed,  and  the  influence  of  it  still  lingered  among  the 
people. 

^*The  first  name  entered  upon  the  list  of  membership  after 
Mr.  Humphrey's  settlement  was  that  of  James  Adams,*  Jan. 
1,  1843.  How  well  he  honored  his  profession  we  all  know. 
Of  the  seventy-tliree  persons  who  united  during  this  pastor- 
ate, six  are  now  members  of  this  church.  But  before  two 
years  had  passed  it  was  evident  that  the  pastor's  health  was 
not  equal  to  the  requirements  of  his  position.  Unusually 
delicate,  he  was  often  unable  to  preach  one  sermon  on  Sun- 
day, and  frequently  the  deacons  were  called  upon  to  conduct 
the  evening  meetings.  Of  this  young  minister,  only  twenty- 
six  years  of  age  when  he  entered  upon  this  ch.ir^^e,  Kev.  \V.  I. 
Buddington,  in  the  memoirs  which  he  wrote  of  him,  says, 


*Mr.  Adams  was  mayor  of  Charlestown  in  1854.  A  characteristic  incident  is 
told  of  him  at  the  time  of  a  disastrous  gale,  wlien  Minot  Led^e  Li^lithou-e  was  de- 
stroyed and  much  damage  done  in  the  vicinity  of  Hoston.  'V\\c  Wnuln op  Church 
Steeple  on  Green  Street  was  in  great  danger,  and  ropes  were  diawn  across  ilie 
street  to  prevent  passing.  Mr.  Adams  daringly  took  a  lantein,  and,  with  tlie  c  ir. 
penter,  ISIr.  A.  Hrown,  at  great  risk  mounted  the  tower  to  see  it  a  (.atabiroj  he 
could  be  prevented. 
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*  He  was  a  friend  whose  society  gladdened  the  days  of  my 
early  ministry,  and  the  hope  of  meeting  him  again  brightens 
my  anticipation  of  heaven.'  Rev.  Mr.  Buddington  was  at 
that  time  p\stor  of  the  First  Parish  Church,  and  watched 
with  sohcitude  the  failing  powers  of  his  friend. 

Although,'  he  says,  'the  congregation  and  officers  of 
the  [Winthrop]  church  neither  expected  nor  desired  from 
him  the  amount  of  labor  to  which  they  had  been  used  (in 
Mr.  Crosby's  time),  yet,  however  sincere  and  honorable  a 
people  may  be  in  such  promises,  it  is  not  always  possible  to 
avoid  the  pressure  inseparably  connected  with  the  ministry 
of  a  large  and  intelligent  congregation  ';  and  so  in  1847,  this 
scholarly  and  devout  pastor  resigned  his  place,  and  died 
regretted  by  all  in  1854." 

This  church  was  not  insensible  to  the  manifold  excellences 
of  his  character. 

In  a  letter,  written  Aug.  13,  1855,  Dea.  Mackintire  writes  : 
"  As  a  man,  he  was  as  amiable  and  lovely  by  nature  as  any 
one  with  whom  it  was  ever  my  privilege  to  be  acquainted. 
His  preaching  and  public  services  were  always  interesting 
and  instructive,  and  often  exceedingly  touching  and  affective. 
His  manners  were  dignified  and  graceful,  his  style  chaste 
and  beautiful,  and  instruction  from  his  lips,  if  it  could  not  be 
said  to  come  like  a  rushing  torrent  sweeping  the  surface, 
came  in  the  more  acceptable  form  of'  the  dew  and  the  gentle 
rain,'  penetrating  and  fertilizing  all  within  its  influence." 
And  that  he  was  a  man  of  ability  we  know  from  the  fact  that 
before  his  death  he  was  offered,  but  declined,  a  professorship 
in  Hamilton  College. 

It  was  during  Mr.  Humphrey's  pastorate  that  the  Bethesda 
Church  enterprise  was  started. 

This  movement  to  estal)lish  a  third  Orthodox  Congrega- 
tional church  in  Charlestown  was  organized  into  a  society 
Feb.  10,  1847.  It  was  deemed  necessary,  inasmuch  as  a 
large  class  of  people  on  the  hill  was  not  located  within 
easy  distance  of  any  church.  At  that  time  the  population  of 
Charlestown  was  about  15,000  souls.  Twenty-six  members 
of  Winthrop  Church  were  dismissed  to  aid  the  new  colony. 
Rev.  Jesse  Guernsey  was  settled  over  them  June  10,  1847. 
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He  was  their  first  and  only  pastor.  The  movement  was  not 
successful,  owing  to  the  lack  of  pecuniary  ability  to  build  a 
house  of  worship  ;  and  when  the  new  building  was  erected  on 
Green  Street  in  1849,  the  Bethesda  Church  disbanded,  and 
Ebenezer  Ford  and  tidrty-nine  others  were  received  May  4 
to  the  Winthrop  communion. 

The  successor  of  Mr.  Humphrey  was  Rev.  Benjamin  Tap- 
pan,  Jr.,  who  was  installed  Oct.  4,  1848,  and  who  remained 
in  charge  of  the  church  eight  years  and  ten  months.  Before 
Mr.  Tappan  came  the  project  of  a  new  meeting-house  to 
supersede  the  structure  on  Union  Street,  which  the  congre- 
gation had  outgrown,  was  matured.  Jhe  corner-stone  of 
the  present  edifice  was  laid  May  31,  1848,  Dea.  Mackin- 
tire  delivering  an  appropriate  address,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Bud- 
dington,  of  the  First  Parish  Church,  offering  prayer. 

The  undertaking  was  of  such  magnitude,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  ability  of  the  society,  that  it  was  only  because  of 
its  necessity  and  importance  that  it  was  conceived  and 
carried  out.  The  need  of  repairs,  limited  size  and  inferior 
location  of  the  house  on  Union  Street,  and  the  rajjid  in- 
crease of  population  in  the  northerly  portions  of  Charleslown, 
urged  the  society  to  provide  better  accommodations.  Twenty 
thousand  dollars  were  at  once  subscribed,  and  the  building 
committee,  aiming  to  build  a  house  that  would  be  com- 
modious, creditable  to  the  society,  and  ornamental  to  the 
city,"  had  the  great  joy  of  seeing  the  new  edifice  dedicated 
March  4,  1849,  free  from  debt,  in  less  than  ten  months  from 
the  laying  of  the  corner-stone.  The  old  building  on  Union 
Street  was  sold  with  the  land  for  ^7,000,  and  the  cost  of 
land,  building,  organ,  and  furnishing  of  the  new  church  was 
$38,781.33,  all  of  which  was  provided  for,  leaving  pews 
valued  at  $5,000  in  the  hands  of  the  society. 

The  pews  were  mostly  sold  to  those  who  furnished  the 
means  for  building  the  house,  and,  with  the  excep  ion  of 
such  as  were  occupied  by  their  own  families,  were  given  up 
to  the  control  of  the  society,  to  be  let  at  the  regular  tax,  the 
owners  waiving  the  right  to  charge  interest  on  the  invest- 
ment." 

At  the  dedication,  the  new  pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  Tappan, 
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preached  from  the  suitable  text  (Haggai  ii.  9),  ''The  glory 
of  this  latter  house  shall  be  greater  than  of  the  former,  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts  :  and  in  tliis  place  will  I  give  peace,  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts  "  ;  and  the  joy  of  the  people  was  well  ex- 
pressed by  Wm.  Tufts,  the  clerk  of  this  church,  in  recording 
the  occasion  as     a  precious,  indeed  a  glorious,  meeting." 

The  last  meeting  in  the  house  on  Union  Street  was  held 

with  impressive  and  appropriate  services,"  March  11,  1849, 
and  the  first  meeting  in  the  new  edifice  on  Green  Street, 
March  18,  1849. 

Then  followed  a  period  of  unexampled  prosperity,  both  of 
an  external  and  a  spiritual  sort.  The  house  was  new  ;  its 
location  was  central  and  easy  of  access  ;  the  pew  rents  were 
low  and  within  reach  of  the  humblest ;  the  Bethesda  enter- 
prise was  abandoned,  and  a  large  number  of  persons  trans- 
ferred their  membership  to  the  Winlhrop  Church. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-two  persons  were  admitted  to 
the  church  during  Mr.Tappan's  pastorate, — one  hundred  and 
twenty  on  profession  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  by  letter. 
The  Sunday  school,  under  the  superintendence  of  George 
Hyde  and  Alfred  Skillon  (for  two  years),  was  very  large,  and 
the  evidences  of  the  Divine  Presence  and  blessing  were 
de*!ply  affecting  and  encouraging."  At  this  time,  and  for 
years,  the  choir  was  almost  wholly  composed  of  church 
members. 

After  a  long  and  faithful  service,  Mr.  Tappan  was  dis- 
missed at  his  own  request,  Aug.  10,  1857,  and  became 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Norridgewock, 
Maine,  where  he  now  resides,  having  been  its  beloved  and 
honored  minister  for  the  past  twenty-five  years.  Winthrop 
Church  was  then  for  two  years  without  a  pastor  ;  but  dur- 
ing the  interval  there  was  no  lack  of  interest  or  energetic 
labor.  Forty-five  persons  became  members  of  the  church, 
thirty  of  them  on  profession  of  their  faith,  showing  that  the 
responsibilities  of  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  gospel  were 
faithfully  met. 

The  benevolent  contributions  during  this  period  were  more 
than  $3,coD  per  annum. 

The  church  and  society  then  called  to  the  pastorate  Rev. 
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Abbott  E.  Kittredge,  who  was,  at  the  time,  a  theological 
student  at  Andover.  He  accepted  the  position  (a  very  try- 
ing one  for  a  young  man)  with  much  hesitation,  and  was 
installed  Sept.  14,  1859;  but  the  success  which  under  God 
attended  his  three  years  of  active  labor  with  this  church, 
proved  the  wisdom  of  the  choice. 

Having  the  hearty  co-operation  of  such  officers  as  Deacons 
Mackinlire,  Bowers,  Doane,  and  Whitney,  and  many  able 
co-workers,  some  of  whom  are  still  members,  the  prosperity 
of  the  church  continued  as  before. 

Large  congregations  revealed  the  acceptable  character  of 
his  public  services  in  the  community.  The  Sabbath  school 
overflowed  the  rooms  set  apart  for  it.  The  young  people  es- 
pecially listened  with  avidity,  and  in  three  years  the  church 
was  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  one  hundred  ancl  forty- 
five  new  members,  eighty  of  whom  united  by  profession. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1862  the  society  showed  its 
appreciation  of  his  efforts  by  giving  him,  on  account  of  his 
impaired  healih,  a  vacation  of  fifteen  months,  for  travel  in 
Euroj^e.  The  Rev.  S.  K  Dennen  was  engaged  to  supply  the 
pulpit  during  his  absence,  —  a  very  happy  arrangement,  which 
proved  instrumental  in  bringing  forty-eight  more  members 
into  the  church,  thirty-two  of  whom  were  on  profession  of 
their  faith. 

Mr.  Kittredge's  health  not  being  fully  restored,  his  resig- 
nation was  finally  accepted,  and  he  was  dismissed  on  his  re- 
turn from  Europe,  Dec.  2,  1863.  His  subsequent  success  as 
a  minister  in  New  York,  and  Chicago  where  he  now  has  a 
church  of  2,000  members,  indicates  the  zeal  and  al)ility  with 
which  he  served  the  first  congregation  to  which  he  was  called. 

The  benevolent  contributions  of  this  church  in  i86i,the 
second  year  of  his  pastorate,  reached  the  large  sum  of  ^4,790. 
The  missionary  work  in  Charlestovvn  among  the  poor  was  fos- 
tered at  this  time.  In  1858  the  sole  charge  of  the  mission 
in  Winthrop  Hall,  at  the  Neck,  had  been  assumed  by  this 
church,  and  the  work  was  ardently  prosecuted. 

The  year  that  followed  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Kittredge  was 
saddened  by  the  death  (Feb.  3,  1864)  of  Dea.  E.  P.  Mack- 
inlire. A  commemorative  discourse  by  Rev.  Mr.  Tappan,  his 
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former  pastor,  sums  up  the  services  of  this  valuable  disciple 
in  a  single  sentence  of  the  text:  We  desire  that  every  one 
of  you  do  show  the  same  diligence,  and  the  full  assurance  of 
hope  unto  the  end."  (Heb.  vi.  1 1.)  A  year  before  his  death 
he  said  to  Rev.  Mr.  Dennen  (whose  remarks  at  his  funeral 
were  eminently  appropriate),  "  There  are  only  two  things  I 
care  to  live  for, — my  children  and  the  Winihrop  Church  " 
To  him,"  said  Mr.  Dennen,"  this  church  owes  much  of  the 
prosperity  it  enjoyed.  A  pillar  has  fallen  from  this  temple  of 
Christ." 

The  church  had  also  met  with  heavy  losses  by  the  death 
of  many  faithful  men  and  women,  who  with  Dea.  Mackin- 
tire,  had  given  it  their  love  and  their  labor. 

William  Tufts,  clerk  of  the  church  for  more  than  twenty- 
three  years,  S.  Putnam  Skillon  Dr.  Hayes,  "Father"  Gam- 
mell,  George  Alfred  Skilton,  Andrew  K.  Hunt,  and  many 
more  names  are  mentioned  in  Mr.  Tappan's  discourse,  as 
worthy  to  be  held  in  tender  remembrance  by  this  church 
forever. 

And  yet  the  church  continued  to  be  strong  and  active,  so 
that  when  Rev.  J.  E.  Rankin  was  installed  as  the  fifth  pastor, 
Dec.  I,  1864,  he  found  a  united  and  efficient  body  ready 
to  join  him  in  renewed  efforts  for  the  growtli  and  prosperity 
of  the  society. 

His  pastorate  of  nearly  five  years  was  blessed  in  its  re- 
sults. One  hundred  and  thirteen  persons  united  with  the 
church  on  profession,  and  seventy-eight  by  letter. 

The  spirit  which  he  brought  to  his  work  is  well  illustrated 
by  a  few  sentences  which  I  may  be  permitted  to  quote  from 
his  sermon  on  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Hunker  Hill  in 
[865. 

Commemorating  the  deeds  of  the  fathers,  he  elocpiently 
condensed  his  subject  into  these  expressions,  "The  hi-roisin 
of  the  Revolution  gave  us  a  country.  The  heroism  of  our 
own  times  has  redeemed  and  perpetuated  it.  We  need  the 
same  heroism  in  the  Christian  church." 

Mr.  Rankin  was  called  in  1869  to  take  charge  of  a  new 
and  important  enterprise  in  Washington,  D.  C.  The  First 
Congregational  Church  of  that  city,  needing  a  strong  man, 
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selected  him  for  the  work.  He  is  still  the  acceptable  pastor 
of  that  growing  church.  He  was  dismissed  from  the  Winthrop 
Church,  Oct.  20,  1869,  and  another  interval  of  two  years  and 
six  months  elapsed,  during  w^hich  the  church  was  without  a 
pastor. 

When  the  present  pastor  was  installed,  May  2,  1872,  he 
found  however,  a  v'gorous  and  united  society  ready  and 
eager  to  co-operate  with  him.  Several  new  measures  had 
already  been  perfected,  such  as  the  giving-up  of  the  sermon 
on  Sunday  afternoons  when  the  Lord's  Supper  was  celebrated, 
and  the  introduction  of  an  improved  hymn-book  (Songs  of 
the  Sanctuary). 

A  large  sum  was  soon  spent  upon  improvements  of  the 
church  edifice  :  the  pulpit  was  remodelled,  tablets  placed  in 
the  alcove,  aixl  a  pastor's  room  provided  for  his  convenience. 
In  1880  the  church  was  thoroughly  repaired  and  the  audi- 
ence-room decorated. 

During  the  ten  years  and  eight  months  so  far  in  this  pas- 
torate, this  church  has  been  deprived  by  death  of  valuable 
members  long  identified  with  it.  Two  —  Andrew  Ellison  and 
Mrs.  Hester  Wright  —  reached  the  extreme  limit  of  ninety- 
eight  years  ;  and  one,  Jeremy  Wilson,  an  original  member, 
died  at  ninety-four. 

In  1873,  Nathan  A.  Tufts,  one  of  the  founders,  and  Dea. 
Alfred  Whitney,  devoted  to  good  works,  passed  away.  Then 
followed,  in  1874,  the  death  of  Miss  Bets)  Putnam;  in  1876, 
that  of  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Flint;  and  in  1880,  Miss  Sarah  C. 
Kettell  died,  all  three  having  been  original  members.  The 
jives  of  these  faithful  women  had  been  like  trees  planted 
in  the  couits  of  our  God."  In  1876,  Mr.  William  Carleton 
died,  leaving  behind  him  the  memory  of  a  beneficence  as 
unostentatious  as  it  was  large-handed  and  free.  In  1877,  Dr. 
H.  C.  Bickford,  the  beloved  physician,  removed  to  Woburn, 
and  died  in  1878.  In  1880,  the  loss  of  Dea  James  Adams 
seemed  like  the  displacement  of  the  keystone  of  an  arch. 
In  1882,  Seth  Goldsmith  finished  his  faithful  course.  But 
the  Lord  has  graciously  left  us  a  few  of  the  founders  of  this 
church,  and  several  others  whose  religious  history  is  the 
history  of  the  Winthrop  Church  almost  from  its  formation. 
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Therefore,  notwithstanding  these  losses  by  death,  and  the 
removal  during  this  period  of  more  than  sixty  of  our  families 
from  Charlestown,  together  with  a  recent  remarkable  exodus 
of  our  young  people  to  other  places,  we  have  held  our  own 
in  membersliip,  and  I  trust  in  faith.  During  this  pastorate 
this  church  has  contributed  over  ^40,000  to  purely  benevolent 
and  religious  objects,  besides  expending  on  repairs  and 
decorations  of  this  edifice  aoout  $15,000.  The  number  of 
additions  to  the  church  has  been  two  hundred  and  twenty-two, 
of  whom  one  hundred  and  nineteen  united  on  profession  and 
one  hundred  and  tliree  by  letter,  so  that  we  have  now  a 
membership  of  four  hundred  and  sixty-two,  after  deducting 
the  losses  by  dismissions  and  deaths. 

To  sum  up  then,  the  special  characteristics  of  this  church, 
by  which  its  individuality  as  an  organization  is  determined, 
it  is  evident. 

First,  that  the  Winthrop  Church  has  aimed,  aloovc  all 
other  results,  to  be  a  spiritual  power.  The  prayerful  sijiiit 
of  its  founders,  the  seasons  of  special  religious  interest,  some 
of  which  I  have  chronicled,  the  number  of  admissions  by  pro- 
fession to  this  church  (701), — more  than  one  half  of  the  whole 
list, —  and  especially  the  consistent  lives  of  those  who  have 
been  prominent  in  its  history,  attest  this  purpose.  When 
thirty  in  1875  united  by  profession,  and  forty-two  in  1877, 
many  of  them  young,  it  was  the  fruit  of  the  same  spirit  which 
characterized  the  labors  of  the  earlier  years. 

Never  has  this  church  forgotten  that  the  reason  for  its  es- 
tablishment was  the  building  up  of  the  walls  of  Zion  by  the 
conversion  of  sinners  to  God  and  by  the  spiritual  enlarge- 
ment of  believers. 

Notwithstanding  the  attacks  of  modern  unbelief  and  the 
various  forms  of  popular  dissent  from  the  faith  of  the  fathers, 
this  church  has  stood  true  in  its  allegiance  to  the  views  which 
its  founders  cherished,  of  man's  need  of  regeneration  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  of  salvation  by  the  atoning  blood  of  Christ 
alone.  It  has  never  weakened  the  old  doctrinal  basis  on 
which  its  founders  planted  here  the  standard  of  the  cross. 

From  time  to  time  slight  changes  of  phrastology  have 
been  made  in  the  form  of  the  covenant.    As  published  in  the 
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Manual  of  1849,  some  sentences  were  omitted  from  the  con- 
cluding address  to  candidates  as  needlessly  harsh  and  corn- 
minatory.  Also  in  the  revision  of  the  creed,  made  in  1879, 
under  the  eye  of  such  men  as  Dea.  James  Adams  and  other 
conservative  brethren  of  this  church,  there  was  a  slight  alter- 
ation of  its  form. 

Its  substance,  however,  as  adopted  by  this  church  and  now 
printed  in  the  semi-centennial  IVfanual,  has  not  been  altered 
or  diminished  in  any  essential  particular.  Our  creed-state- 
ment has  now  a  greater  simplicity  of  expression  on  some 
points,  a  less  explicit  declaration  of  unimportant  matters,  bu*, 
as  a  basis  of  spiritual  consecration  to  the  work  for  which  this 
church  was  founded,  we  believe  it  would  receive  the  hearty 
sanction  of  the  most  careful  framers  of  the  first  instrument, 
could  any  such  reappear  among  us  in  the  flesh. 

Let  us  then,  as  we  cherish  the  history  of  the  spiritual  fruit- 
age of  this  church  in  the  past,  and  as  we  desire  that  the 
*' beauty  of  the  Lord"  may  be  upon  us  in  tlie  future,  keep 
ever  true  to  the  grand  aim  of  those  who  laid  in  prayer  and 
hope  the  foundations  of  the  structure. 

In  their  own  phrase,  that  ''the  cause  of  Evangelical  piety 
may  be  promoted,"  they  denied  themselves  in  order  to  found 
this  church  upon  the  rock.  Let  us,  who  now  stand  upon  its 
battlements  and  rear  new  towers,  see  to  it  that  none  of  the 
firm  principles  at  its  base  be  undermmed,  bringing  the  whole 
fabric  into  peril  of  possible  destruction. 

Again,  the  Winthrop  Church  has  always  shown  a  pro<^res- 
sive  spirit^  in  harmony  with  the  maintenance  of  essential 
truth.  In  its  polity,  its  government,  its  benevolent  con- 
tributions, its  missionary  spirit,  its  Sabbath-school  work,  — of 
which  others  will  speak  in  full,*  —  its  loyalty  to  the  country, 
and  in  all  the  management  of  its  pecuniary  alTairs,  it  has 
been  abreast  of  the  times. 

The  character  of  its  succession  of  leaders,  both  pastors 
and  laymen,  is  a  proof  of  this  [)rogressive  spirit.  Its  record 
will  bear  the  most  searching  scrutiny  in  this  respect.  In  its 
church  government,  while  its  policy  has  been  scriptu rally 


*  See  Historical  Sketch  in  Manual. 
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firm,  its  measures  have  been  always  cbarital)le,  conciliatory, 
and  kind.  If  its  strict  interpretation  of  the  doctrine  of  a  change 
of  heart  and  its  general  carefulness  in  admitting  candidates 
have  sometimes  kept  its  number  of  members  healthfully 
low,"  if  it  has  never  called  in  the  aid  of  Evangelists,"  be- 
lieving that  God  blesses  the  most,  the  faithful  use  of  the 
ordinary  means  of  grace,  it  has  at  least  been  saved  from 
much  open  scandal  and  internal  dissension,  and,  conse- 
quently, it  has  done  a  quiet  but  most  effective  work.  The 
comparatively  few  cases  of  discipline  on  its  records  show 
great  charity  and  toleration  towards  delinquent  members. 

While  Sabbath-breaking,  profanity,  falsehood,  loose  con- 
duct, and  the  use  of  false  weights  and  measures"  have 
been  dealt  with,  in  the  case  of  incorrigible  offenders,  even  to 
the  extent  of  public  excommunication  from  church  member- 
ship, after  much  expostulation  and  entreaty,  yet  in  cases 
where  members,  without  intentional  discourtesy  or  immoral 
conduct,  have  joined  other  churches  holding  widely  differirg 
doctrinal  views,  this  church  has  simply  erased  their  names 
from  the  roll. and  notified  them  of  its  action. 

Even  when  two  members  joined  the  sect  of  so-called 
"Spiritualists"  without  even  giving  notice  of  their  intention 
to  do  so,  their  names  were  quietly  dropped,  as  no  longer 
members  of  the  Winthrop  Church. 

Dec.  9,  1834,  the  church  voted  that  doubts  on  Infant 
Baptism'*  be  no  bar  to  admission  to  membership. 

Possibly  the  spirit  of  the  present  age  is  too  easy  in  its  dis- 
cipline of  delinquents,  but  we  rejoice  that  even  at  a  time 
(1840)  when  this  church  considered  a  single  attendance  at 
the  theatre  by  a  young  lady,  "  under  sudden  and  strong 
temptation,"  a  disciplinary  offence,  it  dealt  very  tenderly  with 
such  of  its  members  as  honestly  embraced  what  it  deemed 
to  be  harmful  error. 

And  as  in  church  government,  so  in  all  matters  touching 
the  national  weltare,  this  church  has  stood  among  the  fore- 
most. Its  declared  sentiments  concerning  the  temperance 
reform  are  embodied  in  its  9th  By-Law.  It  stood  tlrmly  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  without  yielJing  to  the  fanaticism  of 
the  abolition  movement  ;  and.  during  the  civil  v.ar,  ti^e  part 
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its  sons  took  in  the  actual  conflict,  and  the  labors  of  its 
daughters  in  aid  of  the  Christian  Commission,  as  well  as  its 
pulpit  utterances  in  behalf  of  the  Union,  attest  its  loyalty  to 
the  country. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  Sereno  D.  Gammell,  Henry  Tappan, 
Frank  Titus,  and  Lyman  Randall  enlisted  for  nine  months. 

Those  who  served  longer  (three  years  or  more)  were  S.  Put- 
ram  Skilton  (in  a  light  battery),  Wm.  Spiulding,  Sereno  D. 
Gammell  (lieutentnat  of  heavy  artillery),  and  Capt.  Albert 
Gammell,  who  went  through  seventeen  or  eighteen  battles 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  but  did  not  survive  the  war. 
Others  may  have  served  whose  names  we  have  not  learned. 
Rev.  Mr.  Kittredge  issued  a  circular  letter  to  the  young  men 
of  the  church  who  were  in  the  service,  full  of  encourage- 
ment and  comfort,  which  was  highly  appreciated.  An 
extract  from  '-Resolutions,"*  adopted  by  the  church  Sept. 
12,  1862,  in  response  to  a  request  from  Sereno  D.  Gammell 
for  approval  of  his  course,  shows  the  animus  of  the  times. 

If  then  the  Winthrop  Church  has  be^n  true  to  tiie  aim 
of  its  founders  in  seeking  spiritual  fruit  by  the  aid  of  God's 
spirit,  and  in  carrying  out  a  progressive  policy,  there  is 
evidence  that  it  has  not  failed  to  manifest  works  of  char- 
ity also,  in  agreement  with  its  professions  of  love  for  the 
cause  of  Christ.  In  the  very  first  year  of  its  formation 
as  a  church  it  organized  a  "  Benevolent  Association,"  for 


*  Extract  from  "  Resolutions''''  of  Winthfop  Churchy  Sept.  12,  1862; 
*' A  letter  having  been  received  to-night,  through  the  Church  Committee, 
from  Brother  Sereno  D.  G  immell,  informing  us  that,  for  leasons  mentioned  in 
his  letter,  he  had  feh  it  to  be  his  duty  to  relinquish  his  studies  for  the  present; 
and  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  asking  our  approval  of  hi:>  course, 
it  is  therefore 

*'  Resolvedy  That  we  appreciate  very  highly  th  feelings  and  sentiments  ex- 
pressed in  his  letter  in  relation  to  the  fearful  struggle  that  is  now  going  on  in  our 
country,  and  his  duty  to  engage  in  it ;  and  while  we  regret  most  deeply  the  neces- 
sity that  requires  him  to  leave  liis  studies,  ar.d  to  engage  in  the  business  of  war, 
we  canot  but  approve  his  decision,  and  we  honor  the  noble  spirit  of  Christian 
patriotism  that  has  prompted  him,  with  m.uiy  others  of  our  young  men,  to  make 
such  sacrifices  for  the  maintenance  of  the  government  under  wiiich  wc  live,  and 
we  assure  him  and  them  of  our  wannest  sympathy  and  our  most  earnest  prayers, 
while  they  are  absent  from  us. 

"Attest:  GEO.  E.  MACKINTfKE,  Clerk:'' 
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the  purpose  of  "  managing  the  collections  for  benevolent 
objects  within  the  church."  This  association,  witli  a  presi- 
dent, treasurer,  and  directors,  existed  till  1850,  when  the  reg- 
ular church  officers  took  charge  of  the  work. 

Over  a  thousand  dollars  (including  a  large  donation  to 
Lane  Seminary,  Ohio)  were  reported  by  the  treasurer  in  his 
first  annual  returns.  It  was  not  a  large  or  a  rich  member- 
ship, but  its  contributions  continued  steadily  to  increase, 
until  in  1840  the  amount  rose  to  $1,741. 

In  1842  over  $2,oco  were  raised  for  purely  benevolent 
purposes,  and  in  185 1  the  amount  swelled  to  5?3,357.  In 
1854  it  was  $4,351,  including  a  gift  to  FrankHn  Street 
Church,  Somerville,  of  $650,  in  aid  of  that  new  enterprise. 
In  18G5  the  collections  aggregated  $5,772,  the  largest  sum 
ever  contributed  in  a  single  year  by  this  church. 

(It  must  be  remembered  in  this  connection  that  a  single 
individual,  VVm.  Carleton,  for  seventeen  years  —  from  1850  to 
1867  —  gave  annually  $1,000  to  the  American  Board.)  The 
weekly-offering  system  was  adopted  in  1S74,  and  $4,900  was 
the  grand  total  of  all  collections  and  gifts  for  that  year.* 
In  1 881,  $5,373  were  contributed,  including  $  1,500  subscribed 
by  members  of  Winthrop  Society  to  the  Charlestown  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association. 

The  aggregate  of  all  benevolent  contributions  by  this 
church  and  congregation  for  purely  benevolent  objects,  dur- 
ing the  half-century,  is  $155,488.  The  Ladies'  Sewing 
Society  has  also  sent  to  missionaries  many  gifts  of  clothing 
and  household  goods. 

Now,  when  we  consider  that  this  society  has  built  two 
meeting-houses,  one  in  Union  Street  at  a  cost  of  $14000, 
and  our  present  edifice,  costing  in  round  numbers  $40,000; 
also  that  it  has  expended  in  repairs,  alterations,  and  decora- 
tions nearly  $i6,oco  during  the  past  eleven  years  alone,  we 
may  be  truly  thankful  that  God  has  given  this  people  the 
will  and  the  ability  to  do  what  they  have  done. 


♦The  Children's  Missionary  Society,  called  "The  Winthrop  Helpers,"  paid  to 
the  VVomaxi's  Btard  in  1871^,  1880,  and  $350.    The  Wonian's  Mi.-sjoi.ary 

S^et>-,  ^joS  sicce  iSj^- 
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We  cannot  boast  of  any  wonderful  liberality,  for  we  mi<^dit 
have  done  more  ;  but  we  are  grateful  tliat  t!ie  suui  total  has 
been  no  less,  —  God  forbid  that  it  ever  shall  dimiiii.sh,  —  tor 
this  church  began  with  a  true  missionary  spirit,  tos'erccl  by  the 
zeal  and  labor  of  its  first  pastor,  so  that  at  home  and  abroad 
it  has  scattered  wide  its  benefactions.  Senchng  forth  many 
trained  disciples  to  be  efficient  helpers  in  all  the  neighboring 
churches,  it  has  never  begrudged  pecuniary  assistance,  when 
needed  in  addition  to  its  gift  of  men  and  women.  It  has 
aided  schools,  seminaries,  and  colleges  at  home  and  abroad. 
Carleton  College,  in  Minnesota,  owes  its  successful  founda- 
tion to  a  gift  of  ;f 50,000  from  one  of  our  members,  whose 
name  it  bears  ;  and  another  member  of  the  couL^rei^ation,  by 
a  gifc  of  5^10,000,  helped  to  build  Willis  H  dl,''  of  the  s  ime 
institution.*  Doane  College,  Nebraska,  al.^o  sprang  from  the 
fostering  care  of  one  of  our  deacons,  and,  in  grateful  remem- 
brance of  his  efforts  and  munificent  donations,  it  took  his  name, 
Charlestown  has  always  been  the  '*  mother  of  colleges." 
"  Harvard,"  Tufts,"  Carleton,"  and  Duduc  "  bear  to-day 
the  names  of  her  sons.  Iowa  College  also  received  51,830 
from  various  individuals  of  this  church  during  the  tliirtcen 
years  between  1843  and  ^^5^-  A  number  of  other  institutions 
have  been  assisted  from  time  to  time,  among  which  are  Hamp- 
ton College,  Virginia;  Robert  College  of  Constantinoi)le,  and 
the  college  of  Central  Turkey. 

And  as  it  has  always  been  the  aim  of  this  church  to 
uphold  the  dignity  of  the  worship  and  ordinances  ot  the 
sanctuary,  to  this  end  it  has  always  encouraged  and  olten 
assisted  its  young  men  in  obtaining  an  education  for  the  min- 
istry. Well  has  it  been  repaid  in  the  two  instances  I  may 
perhaps  be  allowed  to  mention  here,  of  hel[)  granted  to  Kcv. 
Sereno  D.  Gammell,  now  pastor  in  Lynn,  and  to  Kcv.  Andrew 
J.  Rogers,  who  died  May  6,  1876,  after  doing  good  .seivice 
for  the  Master  in  Concord,  Mass  ,  and  Hidileford,  Me. 
(Among  other  young  men  of  this  church  who  have  entired 
the  ministry  were  Henry  Crosby  Weston,  son  of  David  H. 
Weston,  who  was  settled  in  Sharon,  Mass.,  until  his  health 


♦Miss  Susan  Willis,  afterwards  Mrs.  Wm.  C.irlcton. 
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failed,  and  John  W.  Birchmore,  a  clergyman  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Hyde  Park,  and  the  author  of  a  work  entitled 

Prophecy  and  History. "  John  Doane  is  now  studying  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio.) 

This  church  has  also  constantly  paid  towards  the  support 
of  a  city  missionary,  and  since  1858  has  had  sole  charge  of 
a  flourishing  mission  school  at  the  Neck.  In  1861,  ^830 
were  subscribed  by  individuals  to  secure  a  hall  for  this  mis- 
sion. Winthrop  Church  has  always  responded  liberally  to 
calls  for  succor  to  the  poor  and  the  needy.  SutTerers  by 
fire  or  epidemic  have  received  from  it  donations  from  time 
to  time. 

These  benefactions  are  a  part  of  our  history,  as  is  also  tlie 
generous  pecuniary  treatment  of  the  ministers  of  this  church, 
when  circumstances  have  called  for  gifts  not  stipulated  in 
the  bond."  Thus  Mr.  Humphrey  was  granted  six  months' 
extra  salary  from  the  date  of  his  retirement  from  the  pasto- 
rate. Mr.  Tappan  received  the  same  token  of  good-will  for 
the  five  months  following  the  dissolution  of  his  pastoral 
relationship. 

When  Mr.  Kittrcdge  went  abroad  for  his  health,  5i,coo 
per  annum  and  the  supply  of  his  pulpit  were  voted  to  iiim, 
and  although  he  declined  the  latter  when  he  found  himself 
unable  to  resume  his  duties  permanently,  the  cliurch  insisted 
on  paying  the  amount  as  agreed.  The  monumental  stones 
over  Mr.  Grosby's  grave  and  over  that  of Father"  (iam- 
mell  attest  the  same  spirit. 

There  has  also  been  a  most  judicious  management  of  all 
financial  matters  connected  with  this  church  and  societ)'.  From 
the  formation  of  the  church,  it  has  always  had  experienced 
business  men  among  its  leaders.  It  has  had  professional 
rnen,  and  a  large  number  of  teachers,  but  its  officers  have 
been  most  prominent  in  mercantile  life.  Many  hive  been 
distinguished  by  positions  of  trust  in  civil  and  pohtical 
affairs,  especially  while  Charlestown  was  a  cit)  by  itself. 
The  banking  interests  both  of  Boston  and  Cliarle-^lown  have 
always  been  largely  represented  here. 

Thus  it  has  been  ready  tor  any  financial  emergency.  It 
has  foreseen  danger  and  provided  against  it.    In  1875,  ^'^'^ 
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church  and  society,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  authorized 
its  deacons  to  hold  as  trustees  all  property  repre  .eutcd  by 
Winthrop  Church,  "in  order  to  secure  it  to  the  JCvauL^elical 
faith."    This  object  has  been  substantially  accomplislied. 

And  so  we  stand  to-day,  a  society,  as  fre'e  from  all  debt 
as  when,  thirty-four  years  ago,  the  building  comn-iiitee  offered 
this  edifice  "  almost  as  a  free  git't  to  this  community." 

On  Sunday  morning,  May  7,  1S82,  after  a  sermon  by  the 
present  pastor,  this  congregation  celebrated  the  tenth  anni- 
versary of  his  settlement,  by  subscribing  to  pay  the  last  del^t 
on  the  church  of  ^5,000.  Eleven  persons  paid  one  hcdf  of  it, 
nineteen,  a  quarter  more,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
persons  the  balance.  By  prudence  and  generosity  thus  hap- 
pily blended,  the  credit  of  Winthrop  Church  has  always  been 
perfectly  good,  even  in  the  hardest  of  "hard  times."  To 
God's  kind  providence  must  also  be  attributed  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  church  edifice,  both  when  on  a  midwinter  night, 
during  a  storm  in  1869,  it  was  seriously  damaged  by  tire,  and 
when  in  1880  several  decayed  timbers''  suj^porting  the  north 
tower  were  discovered  in  season  to  avert  what  might  have 
been  a  fearful  disaster. 

And  now,  in  closing  this  historical  sketch  of  fit"ty  years, 
need  1  remind  you  of  the  responsibilities  which  such  a 
blessed  inheiitance  lays  upon  our  shoulders.'^  We  ought  to 
be,  with  our  advantages,  even  better  than  our  fathers. 

We  have  to-day  upon  our  roll  the  living  names  of  one 
third  of  all  the  members  who  have  ever  been  connected  wiih 
this  church.*  We  represent  in  resident  and  active  member- 
ship at  least  one  quarter  of  this  great  compan\  ot  1,396 
communicants  ;  not  a  remnant,  but  a  gener<ition  of  tiisciijlcs, 
in  a  community  that  has  increased  from  9,000  to  35,000  souls. 

The  very  name  we  bear  is  a  i)i  iceless  legacy.  The  name 
of  Winthrop,  the  patronymic  of  both  this  and  our  honored 
and  venerable  parent  church,  has  always  been  an  inspiration. 
Not  only  our  great  "cloud  of  witnesses,"  but  the  memory  ot 


*  Two  hundred  and  forty-one  per'^ons  liave  died,  6j(;  have  been  dismissed,  ni  d 
43  names  have  been  erased  from  the  loll,  leaving  ^(>j.  Of  ihoc  abuut  350  .ire 
rebident  antl  active  members. 
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our  godly  and  chivalric  first  governor,  who  planted  the  earliest 
church  this  side  the  river,  calls  upon  us  to  pray  and  labor 
that  the  work  of  God's  hand  may  be  still  more  gloriously 
established  upon  the  generations  yet  to  come. 

The  silver  baptismal  font,  presented  to  this  church  in 
1^33  t>y  a  descendant  of  Winthrop,*  and  this  Bible,  given  us 
in  1849  by  another  j  no  less  honored  son  of  him  whose  name 
we  bear,  are  tokens  of  God's  favor,  and  sliould  ever  be  cher- 
ished as  mementos  of  the  faith  and  the  ordinances  com- 
mitted to  our  trust. 

From  our  '*day  of  small  things"  God  has  made  this 
church  prominent  among  the  churches.  Its  gradual  in- 
crease has  been  a  token  of  real  prosperity.  Its  seasons  of 
temporary  depression  and  iis  times  of  refreshing  have  come 
'alike  from  God.  Its  po[)ularity  (which  occasionally  may 
have  tested  its  spirituality)  has  not  unduly  exalted  it ; 
neither  have  its  thinner  ranks  caused  it  to  doubt  the  good- 
ness of  the  Lord. 

Amid  all  its  changes,  devoted  men  and  women  have 
prayed  and  labored  for  its  advancement  and  for  a  fresh  har- 
vesting of  souls.  Let  us  then,  with  due  solemnity  and  joy, 
commit  the  destiny  of  our  beloved  church  to  Him  who  thus 
far  hath  led  us  on,  pledging  ourselves  anew  in  cheerful  con- 
secration. 

We  are  not  to  seal  up  this  history  of  fifty  years  as  the 
monks  ot  mediaeval  days  shut  up  the  l)ones  and  ashes  of  the 
saints  and  martyrs  in  musty  oaken  chests,  to  hide  thcni 
away  as  superstitious  relics  for  future  generations  of  wor- 
shippers, forgetful  of  their  living  i)Ower.  Rather  let  us 
gather  about  this  record  as  the  chosen  j)C()plc  surrounded 
the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  and  girded  themselves  for  its  de- 
fence and  speedy  advance. 

Where  the  battle  raged  most  fiercely,  there  the  precious 
symbol  (containing  the  two  tables  of  the  law,  the  (>t 
manna,  and  the  rod  that  budded)  was  biouL^ht  to  kindle 
braver  devotion  and  more  glorious  hope.     W'he  her  it  pre- 


*  Lieut. -'".ov.  Thos.  I,.  W'lnihrop. 
t  Hon.  Robert  C.  Wimhrop. 
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ceded  the  camp  on  its  march  or  stood  in  the  holy  of  holies, 
it  serv^ed  to  remind  Israel  of  Jehovah's  past  deliverances  and 
their  own  present  duties.  Above  it,  the  niercy  seat,  slr.ul- 
ovved  by  the  wings  of  cherubim,  pledged  to  those  that  kei^t 
the  law  the  fulfilment  of  the  promises. 

And  so  10  us  to-day  (enshrining  as  we  do  the  beauty  of 
the  Lord  our  God"  within  the  finished  and  imperishable 
history  of  half  a  centur)'),  let  the  wontlrous  story  bring  tVcsh 
courage.  Let  us  bring  it  forth  in  days  to  come  when 
tempted  to  despair  of  further  conquest.  Let  it  be  present 
in  all  our  future  seasons  of  rejoicing,  and  let  us  leave  it  to 
those  that  shall  come  after  us,  that  God's  marvellous  work 
may  appear  unto  his  servants  and  his  glory  to  their  children. 

Then  shall  the  ''beauty  of  the  Lord"  continue  to  be  ui)on 
'us,  and  he  will  establish  the  work  of  our  hands  upon  us  ; 
and  we  shall  hear  and  obey  Ids  voice  (as  his  ancient  people 
heard  it),  bidding  us  Go  forw  ird^'^  Be  not  sla.  k  to  possess 
the  land r' 
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